[image: image1.emf]    To Reveal” or “Make Manifest” (clear or obvious)     Don’t miss the season of Epiphany!  Epiphany is season of light but is squeezed between  Christmas and Lent.  The message of this season ought to shine brightly for it teaches an  important topic:  the  mission of the church.  It progresses from bright star guiding the Magi to  the shining dove at the Baptism of Jesus to the glory of the   Transfiguration.  The structure   of  the season proclaims the mission of God’s people.     The story of the Magi is that of d istant people coming to Christ.  The light draws the wise men  from far off to worship Him.  The Church calls people who are isolated from God to come.  But  the invitation is not to some idea or theory but to “God in manmade manifest”.  The Church’s  mission   is to call sinners to communion with the life - giving flesh of Christ.     The first Sunday after the Epiphany takes us to the waters of the Jordan.  There John baptized  Jesus, who numbers Himself among sinners.  The bright dove, the Holy Spirit, points out C hrist  in the water.  Outreach to the world and into the Church points to the same water.  Those  whom the mission calls to join Christ and His Church are called to the light of Christ in Baptism.     The remaining Sundays of Epiphany focus on the ministry of J esus.  He is the light of the world.   He preaches.  He prays.  He heals those afflicted by Satan.  In other words, He does mission  work.  The Church does also.  Jesus also calls us the light of the world.  The mission of the  Church is like Jesus’ ministry:    long and patient.  The Church’s mission is not to simply bring in  as many as we can through the front door.  It is to keep shining the light of Christ through His  word, season after season, so that those living in darkness may continue to see the great l ight.     The finale of the Epiphany season is the Transfiguration.  God in flesh is at the center but now  not Magi but the glorified saints of old and the trembling disciples surround Christ.  The light  that pointed to Jesus at His Baptism now shines through   Him.  This is the goal of the Church’s  work: to bring people into God’s presence for eternity.  The light of Transfiguration shows us  how important the Church’s work really is.  The mission of the Church is aimed at that divine  joy.         Taken from the Lut heran Church Missouri Synod website    
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JANUARY 2020
The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.

John 1: 5

Family of believers at Blessed Savior Lutheran—

This is a familiar passage from John’s prologue to his gospel.  It also was read during service on Christmas Day.  Just off the bat it can have more than one meaning:  we just passed the shortest day of the year before Christmas, and now the days are getting longer again with more sunlight.  The darkness of winter and cold cannot be completely dominant forever; warmth and light will return.  

More importantly though, John writes about how Jesus IS the light of the world (which Jesus Himself says later on in the gospel) and He has come into our world and has not been overcome.  Darkness, in John’s gospel, is one way of describing unbelievers and sin.  Jesus was surrounded by sinners and people who wanted to do away with Him at every turn, yet none of them could thwart His great plan.

Now during January we will start the season of Epiphany, seeing exactly how Jesus is that light of the world.  In the church I grew up in, the parament colors (the stole the pastor wears and the banners on the altar and pulpit) were orange.  This helped separate Epiphany from the season after Pentecost and also emphasized the light aspect of Jesus’ ministry, being the one to guide us and illuminate us in our own darkness.

The high feast of Christmas may be over, so now what?  That is just what the Epiphany season is about, seeing what a difference it made in the world once Jesus came in it, both in biblical times and today as well.  See you in church as Jesus’ light illuminates us!

Blessed to serve—

Vicar Kevin Peterson
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[image: image2.emf]The Theology of a Beggar     Becoming Lutheran  has surprised me with the absolute J oy   it has meant for me personally.   Much of this  J oy   derives from Lutheran assets   of tremendous  —   yes;  “tremendous” is the right word  —   richness.   These include  human, printed,  broadcast, internet , and worship resources and opportunities   which abound not only in number   but in meaningful content.     Equally surprising to me is the number of faithful Lutherans   who seem unaware of  much  of  these  and the  joy  they can foster.  To  try to  list the m  all  would be folly because   someone or something would  surely  be left out .  So  please allow me to mention one in each of the above categories   that have proven especially joyful to me.   And  maybe  the y  will  for you , too.     Let me begin with Pastor  Harrison, that is  Matthew Harrison , President of the Lutheran Church Missouri  Synod.  I have never met this  ma n . Someda y, hopefully, I may.  It is my understanding that he is the first  President  to be elected  of the synod  four times  in a row.  His editorials  in the Lutheran Witness  journal  rarely   fail to   inspire   me with their timeliness and   their honoring of Holy Scripture . I keep a folio of the m on hand.   What inspires me  is that he is a first - rate theologian   AND a pastor. He insists that   life is  all  about  Christ for us.   Joy fully inspirational  indeed!     Secondly ,   C oncordia Publishing House  thrills me with a steady output of sterling books of many stripes.  I cannot  keep up with t hem .  One  book  that has proven  particularly meaningful is by none other than  President  Harrison.   I can highly recommend a recent little book  titled,   Why  Am I Joy : fully  Lutheran?   Built around Luther’s  S mall  C ate chism, this volume is a true jo y  to read   and digest.    Most chapters are only three or four pages long   and  open  up  joyful   instruction, meditation ,   and   prayers .  In case you don’t know it,  the   Small Catechism is likely  the most influential book i n   C hristian history after the Holy Scriptures.   Pastor Harrison’s book will show you  why.     If you have access to KFUO   broadcast s , I  suggest you try   Pastor Todd Wilken’s  show, “Issues, Etc.”  Nothing   has grounded me in Lutheran theology and worldview   better than  this fine   pastor   and  the plethora of  outstanding guests  who  impart their wisdom on this radio show.   These  may be accessed by computer  on their  website , too .   That makes them available whenever you want. I  cannot direct you to better programming.     On the  ‘net, you  will not  find more intriguing , timely, and theological fare than   the blog of Lutheran  educator and  author,   Gene Edward Veith, Jr.   If you are looking for challenging  content, this blog will be hard to  beat. Dr. Veith   takes on a variety of subjects from a Lu theran worldview and attracts some  real opposition in the  comment s he prompts. Often , the  discussion gets way over my head. But it is always   instructive.  Even fun.  You  may find it by typing.     Continued……..  



[image: image3.emf]The Theology of a Beggar     “Cranach blog.” The site is named for an engraver who illustrated many early Lutheran publications. It will  challenge you but joyfully. I promise.     With regard to worship opportunities, let me recommend Advent, Lenten, and other  “special” services,  like Vespers or Matins. I assume anyone reading this already attends weekend Divine Services. These additional  chances to hear solid Law and Gospel preaching regularly impart joyfully rich truths. Usually shorter than  “regular” worship  sermons, they often have been joyfully memorable. Some Good Friday sermons of fifteen  minutes proved rich in content and brought real joy to my understanding of Who Jesus is and what He has done  for you and for me.     Let me challenge you to try one of the a bove if not already engaging one or all of them. You should not  be disappointed. If none of them bring you joy in your Christian experience, I’ll be happy to recommend you to  someone else. Meanwhile, always remember: Life’s not at all about you, and it’s n ot at all about me. It’s  STILL  all   about Jesus for you. And for me. Alleluia!    



[image: image4.emf]  2020   Lutheran Witness Subscription     If you would like to receive the Lutheran Witness, please call the church office at 831 - 1300 or indicate  yes on the form on the table in fellowshi p hall.  If you did not receive   Lutheran Witness last year, please  place your name at the bottom of the form.  Please have your order form and check for $15.96   in no later  than January 26 th .            2020   ALTAR FLOWERS             The 2020   Altar flower chart is available.  The cost is $33.00.   Please make your check out to: Blessed  Savior LiGHTS.   If you would like to place the flowers in memory or celebration of someone, please  indicate that on the chart.  The chart is hanging on the back wall of the church.  You may pick them up  after the 10:3 0 a.m. Worship Service or you may have them donated to a shut in.   If you have any  questions, please call Paula in the church office.       ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------       Taking Down the Greens   January 11 th   at 9:00 a.m.    



[image: image5.emf]January     Greeters   1/5      E  –   Lynn & Martha Oth        L  –   Paula Bossaller   1/12      E  –   Betty Lipham      L  –   Mary Bremer     1/19          E  –   Debbie Haynes        L  –   Jeff & Donna Wiggins     1/26         E  –   Mike & Donna Kroehnke        L  –   Ben Hilderbrand     January     Elder Greeter   1/5      E  –   Ray Ehrhard        L  –   Dennis Henneman     1/12      E  –   Mike Kroehnke        L  –   Terry Bossaller     1/19      E  – Ray Ehrhard        L  –   Martin Steinbach        1/26      E  –   Mike Kroehnke         L  –   Wade Gergen     January    Acolyters   1/5        L  –   Emily Roeglin       1/12          E  –   Robert Lo wrey     1/19         L  –   Sophia Zika     1/26           L  –   Meaghan Helmich                       January     Ushers   Sunday Services   1/5      E  –   Team  # 1        L   -   Team  # 2     1/12        E  –   Team  # 1        L  –   Team  # 2     1/19      E  –   Team  # 1        L   -   Team  # 2     1/26      E  –   Team #1          L  –   Team #2          
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  JANU ARY      1/01   Norman Soehl   1/04   Anita Ihms   1/07   Lynn Oth   1/08   Ronald Martens   1/12   Esther Legoute’   1/13   Jim Wooliver   1/20   Richard Lowrey   1/21   Peg Steinbruegge   1/22   Michael Bossaller   1/23   Jennifer Eyman   1/24   Betty Lipham   1/26   Shirley McCabe   1/27   Denise  Joellenbeck   1/29/07   Alexa Daengsurisri              1/01   Robert Arras   1/04   Ed Steinbruegge   1/06   Daniel Woodson   1/09   Norman Soehl   1/15   Kate McKenna   1/16   Danette Blank   1/16/00   Renee’ Rhyne   1/17   John Blank   1/21   Tracy Bossaller   1/31   Anita Ihms     Wedding  Anniversary     1/14/78   Ray & Cheryl Ehrhard   1/24/59   Helen & Arthur Stradtmann                                 Baptized into Christ   Anastasia Agutu Peterson   Born:  September 27, 2019   Baptized:  December 14, 2019   Daughter of: Kevin & Angela Peterson   Sister of:  Chelsea  Peterson              
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

SHUT IN          

               1   Happy New Year!   OFFICE CLOSED  2          3   PASTOR   & VICAR   DAY  WITH FAMILY  4     6   PM WORSHIP  SERVICE   W/COMM.  

5      8   & 10:30 A.M.   WORSHIP SERVICE -   COMM.    9:15 AM  SUNDAY  SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASSES   &   CONFIRMATION      6   SHUT IN VISITS       EPIPHANY  7        8   9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY (MCKENNA)    9   6:00 P.M. OUTREACH   7:00 P.M. ELDERS   NEWSLETTER  DEADLINE   SHUT IN VISITS  10   PASTOR   & VICAR    DAY  WITH FAMILY    11      9 AM TAKING DOWN  THE GREENS     6   PM WORSHIP SER .     

12     8 & 10:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICES    LWML MITE BOX     9:15 AM SUNDAY  SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASSES   & CONFIRMATION            13            14      15          9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY (MCKENNA)      16         SHUT IN  VISITS  17   PASTOR   & VICAR   DAY  WITH FAMILY  18     7AM MOBS BIBLE  STUDY @DENNY’S   7 P.M. GAME NIGHT   6   PM WORSHIP  SERVICE   W/COMM    

19        8:00   & 10:30 A.M.   WORSHIP SERVICE   - COMM   9:15 AM SUNDAY  SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASSES   &  CONFIRMATION       12:00 PM YOUTH        20   SHUT IN  VISITS          21            22      9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE  STUD Y   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY (MCKENNA)    23        7:00 PM BD. OF  DIRECTORS       SHUT IN VISITS  24   PASTOR  & VICAR  DAY  WITH FAMILY  25       7AM MOBS BIBLE  STUDY @DENNY’S     6   PM WORSHIP  SERVICE  

26        8:00 &   10:30 A.M.   WORSHIP SERVICE    9:15 AM SUNDAY  SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASSES  & CONFIRMATION        27  28    29   9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE  STUD Y   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY (MCKENNA)      30    31   PASTOR   & VICAR    DAY  WITH FAMILY  1     7AM MOBS BIBLE  STUDY @DENNY’S     6   PM WORSHIP SER.  W/COMMUNION    
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“Empowered by God’s Holy Word, 


we joyfully share the love of Jesus with all people 


through worship, teaching, fellowship, service and witnessing.”  








