[image: image1.emf]The Theology of  a   Beggar   By Walter Mack       Joshua , YHWH’s cho ice   to succeed Moses as Israel’s leader,  was  act ing   in  tru e  penitence .  The nation’s   fortunes   had  suddenly  turned  deadl y .   He prostrated himself before the Ark of the Covenant. He tore his clothes.   He put dirt on his head .   (Joshua 7:6 .)  Like Adam,   one man ’s  sin  had brought death to  many , in this instance, to  God’s people  who  had been   routed by  Canaanite idolaters.   The dirt recognized that, “. . .to dust  you shall return.”  (Genesis 3:19.)   It was a symbol of  human   mortality. A symbol of death.   Death which   t hwarted  God’s  intentions  for  His  c reat ures ,   for His people .   Death, the wages of  humankind’s sin.     On Ash Wednesday   —   February 26,   this year   —   Lutherans, among others, will acknowledge their  mortality with the imposition of ashes , that is, dirt on  thei r  heads.   This act  reminds us that we are doomed .  It  makes note that e ac h of us   face s   death  because of our sin, original and actual.   T he ashes  symbol ize   our  e ventual  death s .   To dust we shall return. Every last one of us .   A   sobering ritu al.     After the rejoicing of Advent, Christmas,   and Epiphany   seaso n s , we are suddenly brought  to the reality of  why Jesus, the  Son of the Most High, had  be en   born   i n   the  first place.  God’s  o nly  b egotten   S on  was   gi v e n   t o  us  to die for our sins .   F or your sins .  F or my sins .   T o die for the sins of the  whole  world.  The ashes  are a public sign   that we recognize our sinfulness   and its consequences .  We are guilty sinners . W e admit it.  Th e   imposition of  ashes  acknowle dges th is   fact of  sin in  our lives   and its result.  It  forcefully  reminds us of  d eath.  D eath   b ecause  of  our sin.   “ . . . And t o   dust  you shall return. ”     But there is something different  about these ashes  place d   on  believer’s  heads.  This difference  is  in the  shape that they are  imposed there. Th ese   ashes are traced  upon us as a Cross.   They are not slapped on our heads   in some  manner   as  Joshua did .  On this first day of Lent ,   an ashen Cross  is  placed   on  the   forehead   of the  penitent  believer  with deliberate care ,   So  marked, Christians freely and  humbly   acknowledge their sins. Under this imposed   s ign of the Cross ,  they   openly   mour n their sinfulness   in  recognition of their genuine guilt.  Before the congregation ,   they  repent   of  their sins .   All of t his the Christian  experiences   with the certain Hope  of  her or his   own  r edemption , of his or her  own  bodily  Resurrection .  For t he believer’s confidence  rests on C hrist’s Person and work .   O n the Cross ,   Jesus Christ  died  for  our   sins .   From the tomb, He   rose   to justify   us .   (Romans 4:25.)    T hough   to dust w e  shall  surely  return ,   as Ash Wednesday   so c lear ly reminds u s, we shall rise  again  even  as Christ   rose   in triumph over death.   W hat a joyfully  sober event   this day   proves to   be.   Alleluia !   I t’s still all about Christ for us. For you. For me. Alleluia !        
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FEBRUARY 2020
Dear Family of God at Blessed Savior,

I pray, as always, that this newsletter finds you safe, healthy, faithful, and thankful -- and especially, BLESSED BY THE LORD.


“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”   Ephesians 3:20-21


St. Paul wrote these words from prison.  Earlier in the chapter he says, “Although I am less than the least of all of God’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.”  Ephesians 3:8.  We know Paul’s history.  We know that before he was one of God’s greatest Evangelists and teachers, Paul was a persecutor and killer of Christians.  So Paul knew firsthand about the power of God.  He knew that God had the power to change him from an absolute enemy of Jesus into a tremendous instrument of God, used to bring many to the faith.


Challenges are not foreign in the lives of Christians or in the life of the Christian Church.  There are so many ups and downs in life, and sometimes it seems that there are many more downs than ups.  It’s in these times especially that we cannot forget the words from verse 20 above:  God is able to do IMMEASURABLY more than we can ask or even imagine.  God is not limited by anything.  He has the power to right all wrongs and heal all diseases and turn all disasters into blessings.


It is not surprising, considering the situation our country is in today, that we are facing some challenges, financial and otherwise, at Blessed Savior.  We have decided in the voters’ assembly to not apply for a vicar for the 2020-2021 school year.  However, there is nothing that we are facing that is too insurmountable, too challenging, too impossible for our God.  The Lord calls us to trust, to depend, to lean on HIM completely.  And He promises that He will never leave us in this problem or any other situation we may be facing.


Let me encourage you, brothers and sisters in Christ, to Pray about this and every other situation in your lives.  Pray for our church leaders, that they might be led by Christ.  Pray for our Sunday School teachers – they are all precious gifts from God.  Pray for each other.  Pray in Thanksgiving and Praise.  Pray for help in times of need.  Prayer is too often left as a last resort – when we see nothing left to do.  And yet prayer should be the first thing we do, something we do all day, AND the last thing we do every day.  In other words, prayer is our first, last, and everything in between.  God has promised to continue to be with us and bless us every day.  And every day, He fulfills that promise in all things.

In Service of Jesus Christ,

Pastor Roeglin
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[image: image2.emf]Why do we celebrate Lent for six weeks?     Don’t forget what Lent is all about!  It is a time when  we are reminded of what Jesus gave up for us, and a  time when we look forward to and prepare for His  death and resurrection!     We celebrate Lent for six weeks.    Not counting  Sundays, this adds up to forty days.  These forty days  remind us of Christ’s temptation in the wilderness  (Matt. 4:1 - 11).  There He was without food for forty  days.  We remember the temptation of the Israelites  in the desert after the Lord h ad delivered them from  Egypt.  This lasted forty years (Num. 14:34).   Finally, we can remember the story of Noah and his  family.  After forty days and forty nights in the ark,  it finally stop p ed raining, and the Lord delivered  them just as He promised. (Ge n. 7:17).     During these forty days of Lent, we remember the  faithfulness of God to His people and how His  faithfulness is complete in Jesus Christ, our Savior.   Jesus remains faithful to us, always being where He  promises to be:  in His Word and Sacraments .   Wow!   What a Savior!     Wednesday Lenten Services   11:00 a.m. & 6:3 0 p.m.   Dinner Served at 5:30   p.m.     February 26   –   Ash Wednesday -   Communion   Mar. 4, 11, 18 & 25, April 1       April 04    Easter Egg Hunt 10:00 a.m.   April 05   –   Palm Sunday   8 & 10:30 a.m. w/Holy                     Communion   April 09   –   Maundy Thursday 11:00 a.m. & 6:3 0 p.m.   April 10   –   Good Friday           Treore Service  –   Noon to 3:00 p.m.           Tenebrae  –   7:00 p.m.     April 12   6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service w/ communion          7:45 a.m. Easter Breakfast          9:00 a.m. Balloon Lift Off          9:15 a.m. Sun. School, Adult Bible Classes         10:30 a.m. Worship Service w/communion             Lutheran Hour Ministries   Lenten Devotionals 2020   “Deliver Us:   JESUS SETS US FREE ”     This year the narrative of Jesus’ victory over sin and  death is viewed against another emancipating act of  God:  Israel’s exodus from Egypt.  Seen against the  Old Testament backdrop of Israel’s captivity,  Deliver Us: Jesus Sets Us Free illuminates the  Pass ion story with crisp clarity and insight.  Using  Scriptures from the Gospels and the book of Exodus,  these meditations show God at work -   calling us from  sin’s oppression to a new life in Jesus Christ.  As God  has acted in history, calling and redeeming peo ple  everywhere, so too today does He offer us His  freedom  –   and fellowship  –   accomplished once and  for all through the cross of Christ.         Lenten Devotionals by Lutheran Hour Ministries  will be availab le in the Narthex on February 15 th .   Please feel free t o take one to a family member,  neighbor or coworker.                



 EMBED Word.Document.12 \s [image: image3.emf]5 Resolutions Every Lutheran Should Keep   (and beyond)   Lutheran Witness  –   January  2016 E dition     1.)     Remember your Baptism   It makes sense to start at the very foundation of our  new life in Christ.  Take this new year to remember  that you’re a new you on  account of your Baptism  into Christ.  It wasn’t just plain water sprinkled on  your forehead.  It was done at God’s command and  with His Word.  You now have forgiven ess, life and  salvation!  Rejoice   in this “washing of regeneration  and renewal of the Holy S pirit, whom he poured out  on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior” (Titus  3:5 - 6).   2.)     Go to church regularly and receive  Christ’s body and blood.   This seems obvious so why mention it?  Think about  this:  Eating right is good for us, yet we still make  this resolution every year.  That’s because in spite of  the clear benefits to healthy eating, we still don’t do  it.  The same is true of attending church, that is, of  hearing God’s Word and receiving Christ’s body and  blood.  We know it’s good for us, and  yet we’re quick  to make excuses and do other things that either serve  to starve our faith or feed it such rubbish that it  suffers instead of strengthens.     So. if eating healthy is important (three times a day  too!), then it’s infinitely more important for  us to  continually have preached into our hearts the Law  that kills and the Gospel that makes alive and gives  comfort in every need.     It’s tempting to look for this comfort outside of the  Church, to think that we’re in communion with God  while camping or to   think that we can substitute  volunteer work for Sunday morning worship.  Sadly,  these are lies of the devil.  God is everywhere  (omnipresent), yes, but only in His Word and  Sacraments is He present for you, forgiving your sins  and healing your broken hear t.  He even gives His  very body and blood, given and shed for you as a  testament.  He’s attached Himself to these things and  promised to be there for you.  To look for Jesus  outside these means of grace is foolish.   But isn’t the Church just full of sinners ?  Of  c ourse  it is!  That’s the point.  We shouldn’t be surprised  when sinners gather in the place where forgiveness is  promised.      3.)     Support your pastor and the work  of your congregation.     It’s true: Your pastor’s a sinner too.  It’s also true  the he’s the   sinner whom God has called to  publicly proclaim His Word and administer His  Sacraments in that place.  There’s an obvious  financial obligation that Christians have to  support the under - shepherd whom God has given  for “You shall not muzzle an ox when it tr eads  out the grain” and “The laborer deserves his  wages (1 Tim. 5:18).  Practically speaking, if  your pastor is overly anxious about how to care  for his family, then how’s he going to adequately  care for the members of the congregation?     Unquestionably, th ere are other ways to support  your pastor as well.  Cards and notes are  especially appreciated.  You could also pray for  him.  Chances are he’s already praying for you so  why not return the favor?  Furthermore, imagine  the church where everyone is constant ly praying   for everyone else!  And what if   these same people  (you included) regularly confessed their sins to  each other and forgave one another?  The pastor  would rejoice, and the devil would flee from such  a wonderful thing.     There are other aspects of y our congregation that  would benefit from support as well:  potluck  meals can’t happen without Jell - O m olds and  casseroles , and the preschoolers cherish each and  every moment that someone takes the time to  read to them.  We all have unique God - given  skills  and talents that can be exercised as we care  and love each other.                      



 EMBED Word.Document.12 \s [image: image4.emf]5 Resolutions……..continued     4.)  Encourage the families of your church   There is more to this than it seems at first blush.   Families here mean everyone from singles to single  parents, from the widowed and orphaned to the  traditional nuclear family.  No on e   is left out.       There are some in your church family whose children  have moved away and cherish time with their  brothers and sisters in Christ.  There are others who  struggle with things you can’t imagine.     So, while “families” in this article is defined   rather  loosely, encouragement isn’t.  It means nothing less  than for us to live in a constant state of forgiving one  another and directing each other to Word and  Sacrament, “not neglecting to meet together, as is the  habit of some, but encouraging one ano ther, and all  the more as you see the Day drawing near (Heb.  10:25).     There’s also a particular encouragement that can be  shown to families who struggle to bring their  children to church Sunday morning.  Let’s face it: 60  to 90 minutes of sitting still and   being quiet   can  sometimes be hard for adults, let alone for young  children.  What’s worse is that we can make the  parent’s job more difficult by paying more attention  to a fussy child than to what’s going on in the service.     On the other hand, there are w ays to provide real  encouragement to these families by thanking the  parents and loving every minute that their children  are in the service, regardless of noise.  Let them know  that it’s a blessing (and not a burden) for them to be  there that morning receiv ing God’s good and  gracious  gifts alongside everyone else.  Share  resources with them so they can teach their children  about the blessing of church.  Regularity in the  liturgy is also helpful, as parents and children can  participate from memory, in spit e   of   the times they’re  distracted by each other.                 5.)  Make a bold confession.     Of all the resolutions on this list, this one might scare  you the most.  Yet it’s also a privilege boldly to  confess Christ in our various callings in life.  To be  clear, thi s doesn’t mean that you should stand on the  street corner and thump your Bible.  It does mean,  however, that there are many opportunities to share  the hope that lies within us on a daily basis.     Perhaps your waitress expresses a burden that she’s  bearing.    Jesus says, “Come to me, all who labor and  are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt.  11:28).  Maybe your neighbor is troubled by a recent  crime spree.  Jesus says, “My peace I give to  you…Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let  them be afraid ” (John 14:27).  Or your spouse feels  like he or she has been cut off from God’s (or your)  love.  St. Paul says, “For I am sure that neither death  nor life, nor angels nor rulers….nor anything else in  all creation, will be able to separate us from the love   of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38 - 39).     What makes confessions like thee bold is not the  strength of the speaker.  Rather, the boldness rests  squarely on the strength of whom they speak.  Quite  simply, the confession, however weak, is bold on  ac count of Christ.  “For when I am weak, then I am  strong” (2 Cor. 12:10).     Who knows how this year will turn out?  We don’t,  but the Lord does.    And  He has uniquely prepared  our crosses and our good works.  There will be times  when we slip and fall short in   keeping these  resolutions or neglect them, yet do not lose heart.   Jesus loves you and forgives you!  Where we have  failed, He has not.  His resolve to suffer on the cross  and rise on the third day w a s for you, and it did not  falter.            



[image: image5.emf]February     Greeters   2/2      E  –   Lynn & Martha Oth        L  –   Paula Bossaller   2/9      E  –   Betty Lipham      L  –   Mary Bremer     2/16          E  –   Debbie Haynes        L  –   Jeff & Donna Wiggins     2/23         E  –   Mike & Donna Kroehnke        L  –   Ben Hilderbrand     February     Elder Greeter   2/2      E  –   Ray Ehrhard        L  –   Dennis Henneman     2/9      E  –   Mike Kroehnke        L  –   Terry Bossaller     2/16      E  – Ray Ehrhard        L  –   Martin Steinbach        2/23      E  –   Mike Kroehnke         L  –   Wade Gergen     February    Acolyters   2/2        L  –   Emily Roeglin       2/9          E  –   Robert Lo wrey     2/16         L  –   Sophia Zika     2/23          L  –   Meaghan Helmich                       February     Ushers   Sunday Services   2/2      E  –   Team  # 1        L   -   Team  # 2     2/9             E  –   Team  # 1        L  –   Team  # 2     2/16      E  –   Team  # 1        L   -   Team  # 2     2/23      E  –   Team #1          L  –   Team #2       AL TAR   FLOWERS ARE NEEDED FOR:   February 23   March 8, 15 & 22   April 5 & 26     Thank You!        
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  FEB R UARY        2/08   William Emde   2/12   Ellis Sugar   2/13   Debby Rhyne   2/13   Jennifer Karvis   2/14   Lynn McKenna   2/16   Joyce Wooliver   2/16   Diana James   2/20   Mike Taylor   2/23   Helen Boulch   2/24/93   Joshua Radford   2/26   Laura Mullen   2/26   Quinn McDonald           2/02   Ron Martens   2/02   Riley  Jurczyk   2/04   Lynn Oth   2/05   Dennis Mullen   2/06   Jamie Kuykendall   2/10/13   Harmony Woodson   2/11/01   Brendan Gergen   2/14   Peg Steinbruegge   2/18/07   Alexa Daengsurisri   2/23   Stephanie Mullen       Anniversaries   2/17/90   Sally & Neil DeForest                                       Baptized into Christ   Lucille Jean Kroehnke   Born:  October 27, 2019   Baptized:  January 12, 2020   Daughter of: Tom & Samantha Kroehnke   Granddaughter of:  Mike & Donna Kroehnke           February 22, 2020   7:00  –   9:00 p.m.     Bring your blanket and  dress comfy, bring  whatever snacks and drinks your family  enjoys. We will provide a drink and popcorn.         Mary “Connie” Steinbruegge   July 3, 1931  –   January 2, 2020     Connie   was called  to God’s heavenly rest from    her  earthly h ome on Thursday, January 2,  2020.    We remember Connie’s  family in our prayers as we  extend our Christian sympathy.                  
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

                                                1      6   PM   WORSHIP SERVICE      

2   8 & 10:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE     9:15 AM SUN.SCHOOL/  BIBLE CLASS &   CONFIRMATION        3      4        5   9:30 AM ADULT B.STUDY   6:00 PM   ADULT BIBLE   STUDY  (MCKENNA )                6        7   PASTOR   & VICAR     DAY   WITH FAMILY        8      6   PM   WORSHIP SERVICE   WITH HOLY COMM.          

9      8 & 10:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   W/COMM   MITE BOX SUNDAY     9:15 AM SUN.SCHOOL/  BIBLE CLASS &  CONFIRM.            10      9:00 AM CIRCUIT   MEETING            11          12   9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY   6:00 PM   ADULT BIBLE   STUDY  (MCKENNA )              13     7:00 PM ELDERS     NEWSLETTER DEADLINE                    14      PASTOR & VICAR    DAY   WITH FAMILY     Happy Valentine’s Day !    15      6   PM   WORSHIP SERVICE   WITH COMM .          

16   8:00 &  10:30   AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   W/HOLY COMM. -     9:15 AM SUN.SCHOOL/  BIBLE CLASS &   CONFIRMATION            17                18      19     9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY   6:00 PM   ADULT BIBLE   STUDY  (MCKENNA )          20     6:15   PM STEWARD/  OUTREACH   7:00 PM BD. OF  DIRECTORS      21   PASTOR & VICAR    DAY   WITH FAMILY        22     6   PM   WORSHIP SERVICE   7 PM MOVIE NIGHT          

23    8 & 10:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   9:15 AM SUN.SCHOOL/  BIBLE CLASS &   CONFIRMATION   12 PM VOTER’S                      24          25            26     11 AM  & 6:30  PM  ASH WED WORSHIP  SERVICE   W/ COMM.     6:00 PM   ADULT BIBLE   STUDY  (MCKENNA )        27        28   PASTOR & VICAR    DAY   WITH FAMILY          2 9      6   PM   WORSHIP SERVICE   WITH COMM.          

     

  “For God so Loved the World that  He gave His only begotten Son, t hat whosoever believeth in Him  shall   not perish, but   have eternal   life.”    John 3:16  
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“Empowered by God’s Holy Word, 


we joyfully share the love of Jesus with all people 


through worship, teaching, fellowship, service and witnessing.”  








