[image: image1.emf]“He is not here, for  He is risen, as He said! ” (Matthew 28) .   Alleluia!   By Walter Mack       Aside from Jesus’ cry, “It is finished !” there ex ist no words quite equal to  these :   “ He . . .   is . . .   risen! ”   From death. From hell. From the tomb.  Indeed ,   t o lif e an d  it   everlasting .   Alleluia!       Think of it. Since His ministry began, Jesus knew that  Calvary   awaited Him.   C alvary   was why He  had  c o me to  Bethlehem’s manger   in the first place .  He e xpect ed  the Cross .   It was preordained.  So He   “ set His face  toward Jerusalem . ”   T here ,   He knew,  the greatest miscarriage of justice in human history  would take place.  T here ,   He knew,  t he only Perfect Man  ever  born  to   woman w ould be   sacrifice d.  There ,   He knew,  God would  die!   And  His Presence   in Jerusalem   would  lead to   the Cross   on th e   Day of  Preparation  just  before   th at   most  solemn  and celebrated  of J ewish feasts ,  the  Passover .       Three times on that journey   to the Cross , Jesus  had  told Peter   and  Andrew,  James   and   John, and the   other   disciples  that  this   would happen.  H e would be slain .  Yet they were completely unprepared for the reality ,  for the  horror, for the awful  bloodthirsty  truth of  it.       Yes, and  three times  He  also  told them  th at th e   ultimate , unbelievable ,   rectifying  Resurrection  w ould  f o llow .  But t hey  f a iled   to understand  what He  was  talking about ,   that  H e would rise.     Peter finally gets it   at Pentecost .  I n  his   sermons   following   that aus picious event  and  recorded in chapters  2, 3, 4, and 5   of Acts ,  t h e   Spiri t - trans formed  f isherma n ,  the  Christian   church’s   first   evangelist ,   boldly  attest s   to  the  “foolishness” of  the  resurrected  Christ .       Paul,  th at   missionary without equal,   wr o te  to the church at Corinth  that these are  of “first importance : ”   (1)  Jesus   died for our sins, (2) He was buried, (3)   He was raised , and (4) He  appeared t o others.  (1 Corinthians  15 ).  To emphasize  the  reality   of  Jesus ’ rising  and   subsequent   appearances   (No s .   3 and   4 ) ,   Paul   list s  –   though the  women at the tomb  go  unmentioned  –   t he   witnesses :   first  Peter;  then  the twelve;   more than five hundred   at one  time ;  James   who was   Jesus’ earthly   half -   brother   and  the  first bishop of Jerusalem; all the apostles   at once, and ,   las t ly ,   Paul   himself.       Why   are   th ese appearances   of   “first importance ? ”  Well,  Paul  tells   us   in the last verse s   of Romans ,  chapter 4 .   H ere  he  writ es   of  “. . . Jesus our Lord , Who was delivered up for our  trespasses and  raised for our  justification. ” (ESV . )  There it is.  Justification .     The Lutheran Study Bible states th at   Justification ,   is the “ . . . dominant theological truth i n   Paul’s  L etters and the Scriptures .” (p.   1903.)   It  means  that  the   believer, the “justified”  person  raised   up  with   Christ in  baptism,   is declared righteous!   That , dear friends,   is the verdict,  the  final  legal act completed by God   for   us   in  Christ’s Resurrection.   Not only are your  sins  and my sins paid for   by Jesus’ death , we are  declared righteous   by  His Resurrection.  Like we had never sinned.   Alleluia!       Happy Resurrection Day,  you  righteous one !   God bless you .  Today and always.          
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APRIL 2020
Dear Family of God at Blessed Savior,

I pray, as always, that this newsletter finds you safe, healthy, faithful, and thankful -- and especially, BLESSED BY THE LORD.

1 Cor. 15:55-57 

    "Where, O death, is your victory?

        Where, O death, is your sting?"

[56] The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. [57] But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


There are times in our lives when it is easy to shout the above Bible verses from the mountain tops.  It’s a complete and utter rejection of “death” itself.  It’s almost a “Ha!  You have no power over me death” kind of attitude.  On Easter Sunday, when we hear the loud and majestic music, we sing the joyful hymns and we shout, “Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed, Alleluia!” now that’s a time when the Bible verses really apply and make you feel tremendous.


But, there are times in life when we feel the “sting” of death.  When a loved one dies, or gets sick, or things truly are looking hopeless and worthless, that is when we start to feel the “sting” of death.  There are times in all of our lives when we are weighed down by our own sin and the sin of the world and we feel like we are drowning in sin, death, and disaster. This time in our world may seem to some like one of those times.  St. Paul acknowledges those moments in verse 56. [56] The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 

However, St. Paul, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, doesn’t stop there.   [57] But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  We have that victory!  We can face any problem that comes our way because we have that victory!    
In Christ,
Pastor Roeglin

[image: image7.jpg]




[image: image2.emf]Good Friday Treore Service   Blessed Savior Lutheran Church   2615 Shackelford Rd.   Florissant, MO 63031   (314) 831 - 1300     The Seven Last Words of Christ       April 10, 2020                     12 Noon  -   3:00  P . M .     “Father, Forgive  Them They Don’t   Know What They’re  Doing...”   Sem. Robert Brown     “Today You Will Be  With Me in  Paradise”   Rev. Matthew D. Roeglin       “Woman Behold  Your Son”       “My God, My God,  Why?”   Rev. Dr. Leopoldo Sanchez     “I Thirst”   Rev. Ted Laesch       “ It is Finished!”   Vicar Kevin Pete rson       “Father, Into Thy   Hands...”   Rev. Dr. Erik Herrmann          Rev. Michael Salemink       Live Stream      www.blessedsavior - lcms.org     Easter Sunday Celebrations of Christ’s Resurrection   April 12, 2020   --   10:3 0 a.m.   Worship Service   +++++++++++++++++++     

 

 



[image: image3.emf]                       Live Stream  –   www.blessedsavior - lcms.org   April 10 th   Good Friday  –   7:00 p.m. Tenebrae Service       This service is a time of somber reflection as we approach the mystery of Jesus’ death on the  cross.  We remember that Jesus’ death is  celebrated because of the forgiveness of sins and life  that flow from Him and His cross to us for our salvation.  The message of Jesus’ cross is the  message of Scripture, it was planned by God, proclaimed by the prophets, and fulfilled in Christ.             Pa rt of the service is patterned after the ancient office of "Tenebrae", which means darkness.   This service reminds us of the terrible reality of our sin, which caused our Savior, Jesus to die for  us.  As the Passion account is read, the candles will be ext inguished one by one and the lights will  dim, causing the chancel to become increasingly dark.  This is to symbolize our Lord's death for  our sin  and   remind us of the darkness, the spiritual darkness that Jesus, the Light of the word, had  come to overcome.               The removal of the Christ Candle, near the close of the service, signifies Jesus’, true man and  True God, death and burial.  The "strepitus", the loud noise of the shutting of a book, that is heard  near the end of the service symbolizes the closin g and sealing of the tomb.  The Christ Candle is  not extinguished at any time during the service, as it is symbolic of the eternal light of God's love  given us in His Son Jesus.  Though evil had its hour, the Light of God's love continues to burn to  all et ernity.              



[image: image4.emf]

[image: image5.emf]  APR IL   4/03   Jan Scheer   4/03   N ancy Stocker   4/05   Ted   Stocker   4/07   Andrew LaTour   4/08   Samantha Kroehnke   4/17   Curtis Wood   4/19   Bill Lee   4/21   Wade Gergen   4/22   Jesse Oth   4/28   Donna Kroehnke         BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS   4/01   Patricia Janovsky   4/03   Shelby Croghan -   Stocker   4/03   Zachary Croghan  –   Stocker   4/03   Joseph Croghan  –   Stocker   4/08   Jennifer Karvis   4/12   Denise Joellenbeck   4/14   Quinn McDonald   4/15   Mary Bremer   4/15   Eileen Montonye   4/16   Betty Kay Lipham   4/17   Kimberly Bossaller   4/22   Meaghan Helmich   4/23   Norman  Snyder IV   4/25   Patti Henneman   4/29   Retha Taylor               4/16/77   Paula & Terry Bossaller   4/16/06   Paulita & Richard Lowrey                     NEEDED   May   3 & 24   June 14, 21 & 28     If you are interested, please sign up on the flower  chart in back of church.  Thank you.         Call Day 2020     Concordia Seminary   Tuesday, April 28, 2020   7 p.m.  –   Vicarages & Pastoral Calls     If you would like to take part in the Call Day  activities live steam, please go to  callday.csl.edu .     At 7 :00  p.m.  you w ill be able to watch & see what  church  Robert Brown will be called to.           Coronavirus     Due to the Coronavirus all Worship Services  have been cancelled thru April 30 th .     All Services will be Live Stream ed   at   www.blessedsavior - lcms.org     Palm  Sunday Worship Service @ 10:30 a.m.   Good Friday Treore Service -   Noon  - 3 p.m.   Good Friday Tenebrae Service @ 7:00 p.m.   Easter Sunday Worship Service @ 10:30 a.m.   Sunday Worship   Service   4/19 @ 10:30 a.m.   Sunday Worship Service 4/26 @10:30 a.m.      
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“Empowered by God’s Holy Word, 


we joyfully share the love of Jesus with all people 


through worship, teaching, fellowship, service and witnessing.”  








