[image: image1.emf]Theology of a Beggar   By Walter Mack       To others who call themselves Christians, Lutherans seem different.    They  ought   to be different.    Because what Lutherans confess is different from what most Christians  —   Orthodox, Roman, Anglican,  Reformed, evangelical , pentecostal, non - denominational, Baptistic, or whatever  —   commonly confess.     Lutherans, for instance, believe their salvation from sin was accomplished two thousand years ago.    On  a cross just outside Jerusalem.    When Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ (the A nointed) of God cried out, “It is  finished!”    He died there for all the sins of all humankind.    (John 19:30).    It is done.    It is a completed work.    Jesus did it.    What’s more, He said so, and Lutherans take Him at His word.    It!    Is!    Finished !     Nothing a ny human does, no decision any human makes, no sacrificial Mass one offers, no “sinner’s  prayer” one utters, absolutely  nothing   adds to what Jesus has already done for us.    Nor does anything we do  assist Him in our salvation.    To suggest that He needs any  help whatsoever in saving us  —   by what we do or say  or decide  —   is to deny what Jesus claimed on that cross.     Lutherans also believe that the work He accomplished that day saved every last human who has ever  lived or will live.    The tragedy is that so many   —   probably most  —   miss out on what He did for them.    Why?    Simply  because they don’t believe the Good News of what Jesus has done for them .    They have ignored the it.    Or they have rejected it.    Or they “feel” no need of the Good News.    It is natural for  persons to think so well of  themselves that they fail to recognize their own need of salvation; it is plainly human to think this way.    Often, I  fear, people just don't care.    They trust in themselves.    And that's terrible.    Everlastingly so.       One of the  saddest things of all, however, is that people don’t believe the Gospel (the commonest  Biblical name for the Good News)  because they have never heard it .    This tragic reality stresses the importance  of Jesus’ followers proclaiming His message to the nation s.     Indeed,  it is the proclamation of the Gospel   —   Who Jesus is and what He has done  —   by which the  Holy Spirit of God generates faith.    “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”  (Romans 10:17, ESV; also Isaiah 53:1).    This puts a   premium on one’s sense of hearing, doesn’t it?     This faith in or of Christ is given believers as a consequence of the grace of God. (Ephesians 2:4 – 6).    Within the holy Christian church, grace has been variously defined.    It seems best to consider God’s gr ace as  His unfathomable love in action, love undeserved, unmerited, unearned and free, favor He wants to give to us  far more than we want to receive, more than we can understand, far, far more than we could possibly imagine.     Why some hearers continue to r esist the Good News while others come to faith is not revealed to us.    Lutherans readily admit, “We don’t know why.”    It is one of those things which Lutherans leave to God’s  immeasurable love, mercy and grace; that, too, my friends, is faith.    Most likely , however, many simply wish to  continue enjoying “. . .the fleeting pleasures of sin.” (Hebrews 11:25).    Just as likely, some are convinced of  their own righteousness and scoff at their need of salvation.     The Christian is saved  not   by having Jesus in one’ s heart, nor by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in  one’s life.    Remember, salvation was completed outside of the individual at Calvary when Christ died for  human sin.    Possessing the Savior and the Holy Ghost are the  benefits of the gift of faith   in what   Jesus  accomplished on the Cross.     It seems important to note that humans who lived prior to the revelation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ are  also saved by the faith given them in the Promise of the Gospel.    One entire chapter of the New Testament,  Hebrews   11, is devoted to those to whom the gift of faith was experienced prior to Jesus’ birth.     With Christianity’s greatest theologian, Lutherans, and Luther himself, rejoice in agreeing, “Thanks be  to God for His inexpressible gift.” (2 Corinthians 9:15, ESV) .       It’s  STILL   all about Jesus.    For you.    For me.    Alleluia!      
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MAY 2019
Dear Saints of Blessed Savior,

Grace, Mercy and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Romans 6:4-5 (ESV)

4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.


It’s May! The Blues are in the playoffs, the Cardinals are in first place, schools will soon be getting out for summer break and spring flowers are in full bloom! It’s an exciting month to live in St. Louis! It’s also an exciting month to be a Christian! For it is in this month that we get to continue the celebration that was started a few short weeks ago on Easter Sunday. We get to continue to celebrate the amazing event that is the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

That’s right! Easter isn’t over. Every Sunday of this month is considered to be a “Sunday of Easter.” Which means that we get to begin every worship service this month with the phrase, “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” A phrase that reflects the true joy that every baptized Christian finds in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

A joy that the Apostle Paul describes for us in Romans 6:4-5. Which tells us that though we may suffer and die in this world, we have nothing to fear. For through the suffering, death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and our baptism into His saving work, death has already been defeated. Therefore, death is no longer an end for us, but it is a beginning. A beginning of our new life with Christ Jesus and all our fellow believers. A new life where there is no suffering, there is no pain and there is no death. “For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.” - Romans 6:5. What a joyous reason to celebrate and proclaim at the top of our voices, “Alleluia!”, which means - “Praise the Lord!”

May this Easter season remind you of the joy that we have in the resurrection of our Lord and Savior and the new life that awaits us all.

We pray, “Dear heavenly Father, thank you for sending your Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross for all of our sins and raising him from that death on Easter morning. Lord, continue to remind us that His victory over sin, death and the devil, is also our victory over sin, death and the devil. Help us this Easter season to worship and celebrate with a joyful heart, always remembering the gift of eternal life that you have given to all who believe in your Son. In his name we pray. Amen.”

Yours in Christ,

Vicar Brown
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[image: image3.emf]  Call Day   –   2 019   +++     Kevin Peterson   –   Vicar at Blessed Savior  Lutheran Church, Florissant, Missouri .           O God, source of all abiding knowledge, through  Word and Spirit You both enlighten the minds and  sanctify the lives of those whom You   draw to Your  service.  Look with favor on the seminaries of the  Church, blessing those who teach and those who  learn, that all the baptized may apply themselves  with ready diligence to their tasks and faithfully  fulfill their service according to Your wil l; through  Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.       Why  Ascension Day is important?     From the time He was born until the time He died,  Jesus was in a state of humiliation.  In other words,  He “lowered himself” from the right hand of the  Father in order to become  a man and live and die for  the sins of the world.  After His death until now,  Jesus has been in a state of exaltation, or “raised” in  triumph and victory.  When He rose from the dead  and ascended into heaven, Jesus reclaimed His seat  at the right hand of t he Father where He lives and  reigns over all creation.  When we remember His  Ascension, we look forward with confidence to His  wonderful return.  There we will live under Him in  His glorious kingdom!     Ascension Worship Service   May 30, 2019 * 6:30 p.m.   Chap el of the Cross         Memorial Day Prayer   Remembering those who have given all for our  country and laid the ultimate sacrifice on the altar of  freedom; for those who have borne the burdens of  deployment; for those who have faithfully served  God and country;  for those who now wear the cloth  of our country and serve with honor, courage and  commitment, that we might give thanks for their  faithful se rvice this Memorial Day.  Amen.       SAVE THE DATE!!     Vacation Bible School   June 24 - 28 , 2019   Miraculous Mission !   Dinner:  5:15 p.m.   VBS:  6:15 p.m.       Our 2019 VBS program is Miraculous Mission:  Jesus Saves the World. Lift off for an intergalactic  adventure and learn about God’s plan of  salvation from creation to the cross!  If you would  like to help out, please call Karla or Becky.     
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May   Greeters   05/05     E  –   Lynn & Martha Oth        L  –   Paula Bossaller   05/12     E  –   Betty Lipham      L  –   Mary Bremer   05/19     E  –   Debbie Haynes        L  –   Jeff & Donna Wiggins   05/26      E  –   Mike & Donna Kroehnke        L  –   Ben Hilderbrand              May    Elder Greeter   05/05     E  –   Ray Ehrhard        L  –   Wade Gergen     05/12     E  –   Mike Kroehnke      L  – Terry Bossaller     05/19     E  –   Ray Ehrhard        L  –   Dennis Henneman     05/26     E  –   Mike Kroehnke         L  –   Terry Bossaller                          May     Ushers Sunday Services   05/05      E  –   Team # 1        L  –   Team # 2     05/12      E  –   Team # 1        L  –   Team #2     05/19      E  –   Team # 1        L  –   Team # 2     05/26      E  – Team # 1        L  – Team #2                     May   Acolytes     05/05     E  –          L  –   Emily   Roeglin     05/12     E  – Robert Lowrey        L -   Sophia Zika         05/19     L -   Meaghan Helmich     05/26   L  –   Alexa Daengsurisri             ALTAR FLOWERS ARE NEEDED FOR:            May  12, 19 & 26          June 9, 16, 23 & 30         Crafters   will be putting away their    needles and thread for the summer .    Our last meeting will be May 22.          See you in September!                 



 EMBED Word.Document.12 \s [image: image5.emf]MA Y              5/1   Abby Gayfield   5/4   Randolph Koert, Jr.   5/5   Karla Roeglin   05/09 /17   Ellissa Egberts   5/9/06   Nicole Lotspeich   5/9   Cheryl Ehrhard   5/10   William Woodson, Jr.   5/12/00   Zachary Roeglin   5/13/98   Jacob Roeglin   5/16   Amanda Curry   5/18/06   Emily Roeglin   5/19   Allison Gayfield   5/19   Pamela Walker   5/22   Caitlin Gayfield   5/22/12   Riley Jurczyk   5/23   Marcel Helmich   5/26   Doris Schopp   5/27   Brenda Martin   5/30   Sandra Radford       BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS     5/1   Dan Boyd   5/1   Joyce Glusenkamp   5/1   Sandra Radford   5/10   Martha Oth   5/16   Madalyn Beach   5/19   Karla Roeglin   5/19 /00   Zachary Roeglin   5/24/98   Jacob Roeglin   5/26   Randolph Koert, Jr.   5/27   Wade Gergen   5/27   Emily Roeglin   5/27   Cheryl Ehrhard   05/2817   Ellissa Egberts   5 /28/06   Nicole Lotspeich         5/1/70   Gary & Carolyn Pohlmann   5/2/15   Vicar Robert & Judy Brown   5/5/57   Rich & Shirley McCabe   5/7/76   Don na & David Meyer   5/30/81   Michael & Debbie Haynes                                  25 Strength and dignity are her clothing,       and she laughs at the time to come.   26 She opens her mouth with wisdom,       and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.   27 She   looks well to the ways of her household       and does not eat the bread of idleness.   28 Her children rise up and call her blessed;       her husband also, and he praises her:   29 "Many   women have done   excellently,       but you surpass them all."   30 Charm is  deceitful, and beauty is vain,       but a woman who fears the LORD is to be  praised.   31 Give her of the fruit of her hands,       and let her works praise her in the gates.   Proverbs 31:25 - 31   ---------------------------------------------   Please Join Us     SPRING PR AYER WALK   SATURDAY   MAY 18, 2019   10:00 AM  –   12:00 PM   PIZZA LUNCH TO FOLLOW     A prayer walk is a simple activity in which we call  on our neighbors and ask if they would like us to  include them in our prayers.  Although it may seem  like an awkward thing to do, it is actually quite easy.   During our last prayer walk we were very well  received.  Almost everyone we contacted was  pleased to hear from us, including several who had  no requests, but appreciated our concern nonetheless,  and no one was hostile.  It was a pleasant experience  and all were blessed by it.       Tuesday, May 21   –   Driv e thru Prayer   will be  from 6:30 a.m.  –   8:0 0 a.m. in our church parking lot  and our  Prayer Service   will be  on  Wednesday, May  22 at 7:00 p.m.      
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

                   1   Call Day   9:30 AM SUNSHINE  CLUB   6:0 0 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY (MCKENNA)      2                    3     PASTOR  & VICAR  DAY   WITH FAMILY          4     7AM MOBS AT DENNEY’S  B.STUDY   6PM   WORSHIP SERVICE   W/  HOLY COMM .  

5   8 & 10:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   W/HOLY COMM.          6   9:30 A.M.  CRAFTERS      7    8   9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY (MCKENNA)                9   7:00 PM ELDERS   NEWSLETTER  DEADLINE        10   PASTOR  & VICAR  DAY   WITH FAMILY        11      7AM MOBS AT  DENNEY’S B.STUDY   6PM   WORSHIP  SERVICE            

12   8 & 10:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE     MITE BOX SUNDAY     Happy Mother’s  Day          13      9:00 AM CIRCUIT   MEETING   9:30 A.M.  CRAFTERS            14          15      9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY (MCKENNA)            16                  17      PASTOR  & VICAR  DAY   WITH FAMILY          18    7AM MOBS AT  DENNEY’S B.STUDY   10 AM PRAYER WALK   6:00 PM WORSHIP  SERVICE   W/COMM.          

19     8:00 & 10:30 AM  SERVICE   W/HOLY  COMM              20   9:30 A.M.  CRAFTERS -   LAST  DAY!  SEE YOU IN  SEPT.                21   6:30 AM DRIVE  THRU   PRAYERS    22    9:30 AM ADULT  BIBLE STUDY   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE   STUDY  (MCKENNA )   7 PM PRAYER  SERVICE      23       7:00 PM BD. OF   DIR .  24   PASTOR  & VICAR  DAY   WITH FAMILY        25     7AM MOBS AT  DENNEY’S B.STUDY   6PM   WORSHIP  SERVICE            

26   8 & 10:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE                        27          28            29   9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY (MCKENNA)          3 0          31   PASTOR  & VICAR  DAY   WITH FAMILY          1    7 AM MOBS AT  DENNEY’S B.STUDY   6 PM   WORSHIP  SERVICE   W/   COMM.        
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“Empowered by God’s Holy Word, 


we joyfully share the love of Jesus with all people 


through worship, teaching, fellowship, service and witnessing.”  








