[image: image1.emf]“Who are You, Lord ?” (Acts 9:5, ESV)   By Walter Mack     Saul of Tarsus   is  asking   th e  question .   He asks  in response to a Voice   that  arrests  his travel.   P rostrate   now  on the roadway  in   a  light from heaven ,  he  has no idea   Who has st opped   him.   Out of respect for  one   big  enough to   so confront him,   he  addresses   the voice as   “Lord , ”  and this  query becomes one of the most  life - changing ,   history - changing   ever made .       We know, of course,  the rest of this stor y , how  Saul ’ s name, his  expertise in  several cultures,  and  his  entire  life  are  altered .   And   how God, through  the Holy Spirit and  this former ly   adamant   Pharisee ’s life and  writing , changes other lives still ,   centuries ,   even   millennia ,   later.       T o the question, “Who are You, Lor d?”  Saul, now  called Paul , himself answers  nowhere more  gloriously than in  his letters  to the young churches   within   Rom e’s  vast  empire.   For instance, here is  part of  hi s   almost “poetic”  answer to the  above  question :         He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all  creation. For     by him  all things were created, in heaven a nd on earth, visible and invisible,     whether thrones or dominions or rulers or a uthorities — all things were     created   through him and for him.   And he is before all things , and in him all   things hold together.    (Colossians 1:15 - 1 7 , ESV.)       Wow!  Commentators have often termed th is description  a s  “ the Cosmic Christ.”   Here   Paul  claims and  stresses the over - arching Reality of Jesus Christ,  as  the Son of God ,   and the Pre - Eminent Truth of all exist ence .   What ? How can this be?    Jesus, the Babe of Bethlehem,  the carpenter’s  Kid,  the  Crucified  Prophet   of   Galilee ,  is the  physical,  visible ‘image’  of God, the Invisible   One ?    Yes!  Yes!  As   a  paradox, this mystery   is  way beyond any human   understanding  or comprehension.  But it is  tr ue !   And one  find s   this  t ruth   only as God  reveals   it  through His Word ,  written, proclaimed and Incarnate,  and   can   know   or  grasp   this   Truth   only by faith.   As an image is  something other than what it is an image of, so th is   truth   is a foundation, too, of the Trinity , of  the Godhead , the single most basic   teaching   o f our faith.       Adam, you may recall, was created in the “image”  of God.   But he wanted to  exalt himself .  He  wanted   to  be  like God .  So  he   disobeyed his Creator.   And  lost  t his “image” for  himself and all his posterity.       Jesus,  too, came  in   the “image” of God.   He humbled Himself . He   did not  “grasp” His equality with God ,  but   was  born of a woman.   He obeyed His Father   all the way to the Cross. He   regained God’s  “image” for you  and for me and for  all   of  hu mankind .   Alleluia!   What a profound   eternal   tr a ged y it is  for anyone  to miss ou t   on  such reality .       You w ant to know what Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, is really like ? Look at Jesus!       You want to know what Adam was like   before the Fall? Look at Jesus! For Adam was m ade in the  image of God also , that is, morally perfect.     (GE 1:2 7.)       You want to know wh at your “new self”   is meant to look like when renewed in Christ? Look  at Jesus!  He exhibits   the original righteousness given Adam. He displays what we were meant to be and what God  desires us to be. Humbling, isn’t it? Lord, have mercy.       There is more  here. Much , much   more   wonderful truth .   Truth  of our wonderful Lord . We will  investigate   further next time. God   bless you, dear saint.  And t he Peace of the Lord be with you.      
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The Lord gives and the Lord takes away, blessed be the name of the LORD.
Job 1: 21
Family of believers at Blessed Savior Lutheran—
This verse was one I just happened to read yesterday as I was doing my daily bible readings, going through the whole bible in one year.  It struck me how well it seems to fit with the situation we find ourselves in these days.  It has a familiar ring to it but it bears repeating:  ‘The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away, blessed be the name of the LORD.’  In ordinary times in life this can be something most of us can contemplate fairly easily.  Sometimes we get good things in life, and usually those things are only temporary.  When they’re gone it can be something we resign to as just a ‘part of life’ and recognize that nothing lasts forever.  But what about an especially difficult time in life, a time when the ‘taking away’ is all too evident?  Being forced to stay apart from others, not getting to hug or shake hands, and especially not getting together for worship, bible study, and holy communion are some prominent examples of a ‘taking away.’  It makes us see just how dependent we are and how little control or ownership we have over the events in our life, including the bonds with those around us.  The phrase ends with the sentence ‘blessed by the name of the LORD.’ But how can or should we feel like blessing God’s name now when we face such a reality?

This verse from Job was spoken by him right after his children and livelihood were all taken from him.  He had a large family and all of a sudden, he had nothing.  If we read further we see how others around him encouraged him to curse God and declare his love and faith in God was all for nothing, that he has nothing to show for it.  But Job doesn’t do that.  

Let’s back up to the first half of the equation, of the Lord giving.  Our God is a gracious and generous God.  We can even say His default setting is to give, to create, and to bestow with blessings on others.  And God gave each of us the greatest thing a person can receive:  a savior to take away all our sins.  We have received that gift in the waters of holy baptism.  Our savior Jesus is the one who loved us so much that He gave His own life so that this world would not be our end.  For us it seems this is a ‘taking away’ moment, but at the same time it is also a ‘giving’ moment, where each day lived on this earth in faith is another opportunity to help those around us and draw closer to Jesus for all our needs.  In his commentary on the book of Matthew, Pastor Jeff Gibbs from our own St. Louis seminary states how, when describing Matthew 6: 25-34, that Jesus says our Father knows what we need such as food and clothing and that he provides them.  God could choose to strip us of the majority of our earthly possessions and we still would be able to acknowledge Him as the good God who provides for ALL our needs in this life and the life to come.  Jesus’ words are also not a guarantee His followers will be free from worry or extreme physical need.  Birds starve or get eaten by predators.  Plants can wither and die.  Jesus’ disciples are royal servants of the Father, the Son and the Spirit.  The triune God will see fit to provide what they do need.

Because of all that, when we allow ourselves to shift our perspective and see how the Lord has ‘given’ in this time of global discipline, we can honestly echo the words of Job:  ‘Blessed be the name of the LORD.’
Blessed to serve—

Vicar Kevin Peterson
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[image: image2.emf]  Call Day  –   2 020   +++     Robert Brown   –   Associate Pastor at Peace  Lutheran Church, 737 Barracksview Rd., St. Louis,  Mo 63125     God’s Richest Blessings to Robert & Judy Brown.             O God, source of all abiding knowledge, through  Word and Spirit You both enlighten the minds and  sanctify the lives of those whom You draw to Your  service.  Look with favor on the seminaries of the  Church, blessing those who teach and those who  learn,   that all the baptized may apply themselves  with ready diligence to their tasks and faithfully  fulfill their service according to Your will; through  Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.       Why  Ascension Day is important?   May 21, 2020     From the time He was born  until the time He died,  Jesus was in a state of humiliation.  In other words,  He “lowered himself” from the right hand of the  Father in order to become a man and live and die for  the sins of the world.  After His death until now,  Jesus has been in a state  of exaltation, or “raised” in  triumph and victory.  When He rose from the dead  and ascended into heaven, Jesus reclaimed His seat  at the right hand of the Father where He lives and  reigns over all creation.  When we remember His  Ascension, we look forward  with confidence to His  wonderful return.  There we will live under Him in  His glorious kingdom!           Memorial Day Prayer   Remembering those who have given all for our  country and laid the ultimate sacrifice on the altar of  freedom; for those who have borne  the burdens of  deployment; for those who have faithfully served  God and country; for those who now wear the cloth  of our country and serve with honor, courage and  commitment, that we might give thanks for their  faithful se rvice this Memorial Day.  Amen.                                     25 Strength and dignity are her clothing,       and she laughs at the time to come.   26 She opens her mouth with wisdom,       and   the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.   27 She looks well to the ways of her household       and does not eat the bread of idleness.   28 Her children rise up and call her blessed;       her husband also, and he praises her:   29 "Many   women have done   excellently,       but you surpass them all."   30 Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain,       but a woman who fears the LORD is to be  praised.   31 Give her of the fruit of her hands,       and let her works praise her in the gates.   Proverbs 31:25 - 31    
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5/1	Abby Gayfield

5/4	Randolph Koert, Jr.

5/5	Karla Roeglin

05/09/17	Ellissa Egberts

5/9	Cheryl Ehrhard

5/9	Ben Hilderbrand

5/10	William Woodson, Jr.

5/12/00	Zachary Roeglin

5/13/98	Jacob Roeglin

5/16	Amanda Curry

5/18/06	Emily Roeglin

5/19	Allison Gayfield

5/19	Pamela Walker

5/22	Caitlin Gayfield

5/22/12	Riley Jurczyk

5/23	Marcel Helmich

5/26	Doris Schopp

5/27	Brenda Martin

5/30	Sandra Radford





BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS



5/1	Dan Boyd

5/1	Joyce Glusenkamp

5/1	Sandra Radford

5/10	Martha Oth

5/16	Madalyn Beach

5/19	Karla Roeglin

5/19/00	Zachary Roeglin

5/24/98	Jacob Roeglin

5/26	Randolph Koert, Jr.

5/27	Wade Gergen

5/27	Emily Roeglin

5/27	Cheryl Ehrhard

05/2817	Ellissa Egberts
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5/1/70	Gary & Carolyn Pohlmann

5/5/57	Rich & Shirley McCabe

5/7/76	Donna & David Meyer

5/30/81	Michael & Debbie Haynes
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