[image: image1.emf]VICARAGE INTRODUCTION           Greetings!      My name is Kevin Peterson and I am looking forward to spending the next year at your congregation with your  pastor and staff for my vicarage!  I am 37 and originally from Minnesota.  My wife is Angela and we have a  3  year old daughter Chelsea   and one due in October .  Angela has been a nur s e practitioner since 2015 and was a  traditional RN prior to that time.  We moved here from Rochester which is where my home congregation is  located.  However, I grew up in rural wes tern Minnesota so in a sense I have two “home” congregations.   Angela grew up in Kenya and came from a Catholic family.  We were married in 2006 and she has enjoyed  being a Lutheran while I have enjoyed being her go - to -   person for spiritual questions on wh at we believe over  the years.     I grew up in the ELCA and not the LCMS.  I always felt very comfortable being in church growing up and often  saw it as a second home.  The interest t o   attend seminary first came about in 2003 - 2004, and this is what made  me ch ange my theological views.  Thinking deeply about going into church work full time and what it means to  be a pastor made me realize I could not stay in the church body where I was raised.  I joined our LCMS synod  at that time and considered attending semin ary around then as well.  As it turned out the timing was not right,  but through the years the desire never went away and finally after spending some years in blue collar work,  followed by additional years in white collar work, I knew neither of those envi ronments would keep me happy  and satisfied in the long run and that the itch for seminary all those years earlier never went away.  God finally  opened all the right doors and said “the time is now.”  Throughout that time I have never regretted my decision  to join our Missouri synod or enrolling here at Concordia Seminary.  I can tell this is the right place for me  to be  and the right path for me to take, and I have come to have a strong value in our liturgy and theological heritage.   It is really amazing ho w our worship and divine service is the same type of worship and faith our spiritual  forefathers would acknowledge and recognize.     I also am a musician; I play the piano and organ and have assisted various churches in this role for many years.   I was a sub stitute organist at my home congregation in Rochester and have always enjoyed being able to use  that gift for God’s people.  I hope to have some opportunities to do the same here with you during the next year.   When not playing for worship you might catch  me playing some Elton John, Meat Loaf, Queen, or songs from  Broadway theatre.     In my spare time I am a big movie lover and I imagine several movie references and comparisons will make  their way into my preaching!  I also enjoy traveling, genealogy, researc h, photography as well as live musical  theatre.  I use facebook a lot so feel free to add me as a friend if you like!     Thank you for this opportunity to get to know your church family during this year of growth in my preparation  and formation in the office   of holy ministry.     Kevin & Angela Peterson & Chelsea      
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JULY 2019
Dear Saints of Blessed Savior,

Grace, Mercy and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

John 15:5 (ESV)

5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.


It has finally arrived. The St. Louis Blues have finally brought the Stanley Cup to St. Louis, Missouri! O yeah, and we have now reached my final month as your Vicar here at Blessed Savior. It’s a time I always knew would eventually arrive, but now that it’s here, I realize that I can’t even begin to express how grateful I am to have served as your Vicar this past year. I have grown in ways that I never saw coming, I have met some of the most faithful Christians I have ever seen, and have made memories and friends that will last a lifetime. I wouldn’t trade my time here at Blessed Savior for anything. I will deeply miss all of you and the fellowship in Christ Jesus we have all shared together.  

However, before I leave, I want to take this opportunity to share with you one last Bible verse. John 15:5, which is a very special Bible verse for me because it is my confirmation verse, “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”

It is in this passage that Jesus tells the disciples and us exactly what our relationship with Him is. He is the vine, we are the branches. In other words, as followers of Christ, He is the source of everything we do and everything we have. Without Jesus we could do nothing that pleases God. For without Jesus in the eyes of God we are nothing.

Yet, Paul reminds us in Galatians 3:27, that all who have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Therefore, we are not nothing in God’s eyes, but instead we are His children whom He created and loves. So much so, that through His son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, He has given us the very best gifts that we could ever receive that is forgiveness of our sins and eternal life with Him. Jesus is the source of our very lives. Through our baptism we have been made His, and through our actions we bear fruit and show the world what it means to be a follower of Christ.

Blessed Savior is a wonderful church, with a lot to offer anyone who wants to be a follower of Jesus Christ. My hope and prayer for you as I prepare to return to the seminary, is that you would not hide the gifts that you have been given, but instead share those gifts with the community that surrounds you. Always welcoming them to worship with you, so that they too may know about the amazing love that Jesus Christ has for them.

Thank you for everything that you have done this past year to make my time here at Blessed Savior a true blessing from God. May the peace that surpasses all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus our Lord, both now and for eternity. Amen.

Yours in Christ,

Vicar Brown
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[image: image2.emf]The Theology of a Beggar   By Walter Mack     Dear Friends and Faithful Brethren of Blessed Savior Lutheran Church,       Likely this will be my final article for the Beacon.    My home is sold.    My future will  continue many miles to the West in another state.    Much   of my heart will ever remain with  you North County saints.    God fare you well.       I would encourage you always to remember the following:         Jesus came from heaven for your sake.       Jesus took on flesh and blood for your sake.       Jesus conquered sin and deat h and hell by His death and glorious  Resurrection for your sake.    By these, He redeemed you  from   sin; He justified you  of   your  sin; He gave you power  over   sin and the devil, and provided you ultimate, eternal victory  over   death.       For your sake, Jesus has  sent you the promised Holy Spirit.    The Spirit  convinces you of sin and that you are a sinner in whom there is no righteousness in yourself  that had or has validity before God.          The Spirit, for your sake, also convinces you that Jesus ascended to heaven   and deposited His Own righteousness with the Father   on your behalf .    And there the  adversary cannot touch it for Christ’s righteousness, now yours, is eternally beyond  reproof.    Unbelief, and only unbelief, can undo what Jesus Christ has accomplished  for  you !       No longer must you try to prove yourself before God.    For the works you now  do have become the characteristic response to the Person and Work of Jesus Christ; they  come out of the sheer joy of knowing Him and sins forgiven.       Dear Christian believer , know that our lives  are  not about us; they are about  Christ  for us !    For you.    For me.    Alleluia!       May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Communion of  the Holy Spirit be with you all.    Always.    



[image: image3.emf]SPONSORS NEEDED!       Blessed Savior    Live Broadcast on KFUO   August 4  –   October 27   8:00 a.m. Worship Service     Sundays   Left to Sponsor:   August 11, 18 & 25   September 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29   October  20     Blessed Savior will be broadcasting our 8:00  a.m. Wor ship  Service   beginning August 4 th   thru October 27 th .  If you would like to  sponsor a Sunday, please call Paula in the  Church Office. The cost to sponsor a Sunday  is $150.00.                    Annual Brick Orders   July 1  –   31, 2019   The cost of the brick is $40.00.  You  can put 18 - 21  characters on a line, 3 lines are recommended on a  b r ick, but you can do 4 lines.  Brick orders will be  taken from July 1  –   31.  Order forms will be available  on the table in fellowship hall.  Please place your  order form along with your  chec k in the basket  marked “2019   Brick Orders”.  If you have any  questions, please call Paula in the church office.                        POUND THE NEW VICAR   JULY 1  –   31, 2019     We will start pou nding our new Vicar Kevin Peterson and  his family   with pounds of canned goods, laundry  detergent, bars of soap, etc.   On July   1 st   a table will be set up in back of Church for  those who would like to contribute to the POUNDING!         Kevin & Angela Peterson               Vicar   & Judy Brown     Sunday, July 28 th ,  after late service   (meat will be provided)     Please join us Sunday, July 28th,  after late service  as  we say farewell to Vicar and Judy Brown.  It was  certainly a joy and   pleasure having Robert & Judy  as  part of Blessed Savior’s family.  God’s richest  blessi ngs to them.   A signup   sheet will be available  June 30 th   for attendance and a side dish.                 
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July   Greeters   07/07     E  –   Lynn & Martha Oth        L  –   Paula Bossaller   07/14     E  –   Betty Lipham      L  –   Mary Bremer   07/21     E  –   Debbie Haynes        L  –   Jeff & Donna Wiggins   07/28     E  –   Mike & Donna Kroehnke                       L  -     Ben Hilderbrand               July    Elder Greeter   07/07     E  –   Mike Kroehnke        L  –   Dave McDermott     07/14     E  –   Ray Ehrhard      L  – Wade Gergen     07/21     E  –   Mike Kroehnke        L  –   Terry Bossaller     07/28     E  –   Mike Kroehnke         L  –   Dennis Henneman                        ALTAR FLOWERS ARE NEEDED FOR:                                   July  28                  August  4 & 25              September 1, 8 & 15                                           July    Ushers Sunday Services   07/07     E  –   Team #1        L  –   Team #2     07/14     E  –   Team #1        L  –   Team #2     07/21      E  –   Team #1        L  –   Team #2     07/28      E  – Team #1          L  –   Team #2                                               



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image5.emf]JULY   Birthd ay’s   7/3   Connie Steinbruegge   7/3   Nancy Dees   7/5   Brian McKenna   7/6   Walter Mack, Jr.   7/12/03   Cassidy Gergen   7/13   Arthur Stradtmann   7/15/99   Cameron Helmich   7/17   Helen Stradtmann   7/20   Lillian Beach   7/20   Ray Ehrhard   7/20   Paulita Lowrey   7/23   Paula Bos saller   7/25   Becky Lee   7/25   Jason Lee   7/27   David Stupperich   7/27   Jonathan Stupperich   7/28   Robert Lowrey   7/30   Patt i Henneman   7/31   Marcia Loesing   7/31   Alexis Cain           7/7   Ken   Butherus   7/8   Pam Walker   7/12/98   Mickayla Kozma   7/12   Connie Steinbruegge   7/12   Cheryl   Woodson   7/14   Bill Scheer   7/17   Pam Stradtmann   7/18   Elizabeth Mueller   7/18   David Mueller   7/25   David McDermott                                   7/08/78   Donna & Mike Kroehnke   7/11/98   Suzy & Marcel Helmich   7/12/75   Linda & Robert Arras   7/20/96   Karla & Pastor Matthew Roeglin                           Brendan Gergen   June 1, 2019   Hazelwood West   Son of:  Tammy & Wade Gergen     Brendan   plans on attendi ng SIUE  and  will be  majoring in Pre Veterinarian and medicine.    
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

        July 1  -   31  BRICK ORDERS  JULY 1  –   31 ST     FORMS IN F. HALL         

          1   POUND THE NEW  VICAR THRU JULY  31ST             2          3   9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY/MCKENNA        4     4 th   OF JULY  –     OFFICE CLOSED      5   PASTOR  & VICAR  DAY  WITH FAMILY  6   7AM   MOBS BIBLE  STUDY @DENNY’S     6   PM WORSHIP  SERVICE    

7      8:00  & 10:30 AM   SERVICES   NO   COMMUNION   9:15 AM SUNDAY  SCHOOL/BIBLE   CLASSES      8          9      10        9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY   6:0 0  PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY/MCKENNA      11      6:00 PM BD. OF  DIR.   7:00 PM  ELDERS   NEWSLETTER  DEADLINE    12      PASTOR & VICAR  DAY  WITH FAMILY  13    7   AM MOBS BIBLE  STUDY @DENNY’S     6   PM WORSHIP SER.    W/COMM .  

14       8 & 10:30 A.M.   WORSHIP SERVICE s  W/COMM.   MITE BOX   9:15 AM  SUNDAY  SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASSES   11:45 AM VOTER’S      15        16   YOUTH  –   HIGHER  THINGS    JULY 16 - 19   MEQUON, WISC.    17          9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY   6:0 0 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY/MCKENNA      18          19   PASTOR & VICAR  DAY  WITH FAMILY  20     7AM MOBS BIBLE  STUDY @DENNY’S   6   PM  WORSHIP  SERVICE   W/COMM    

21     8:00  & 10:30 A.M.   WORSHIP SERVICE     WITH HOLY COMM.   9:15 AM SUNDAY  SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASSES      22      23            24      9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE  STUD Y   6:0 0 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY/ MCKENNA    25            26     PASTOR & VICAR  DAY  WITH FAMILY  27      7AM MOBS   BIBLE  STUDY @DENNY’S     6 PM WORSHIP  SERVICE  

28     8 & 10:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   9:15 AM SUNDAY  SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASSES   11:45 AM VICAR’S  FAREWELL LUNCHEON      29  30  3 1   9:30 AM SUNSHINE   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY/ MCKENNA    1    2   PASTOR  DAY WITH  FAMILY  3   7 AM MOBS  BIBLE  STUDY @DENNY’S   6 PM WORSHIP  W/COMMUNION  
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“Empowered by God’s Holy Word, 


we joyfully share the love of Jesus with all people 


through worship, teaching, fellowship, service and witnessing.”  








