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                The Turkey is ready to be plucked!   Oct.6 –   Nov. 12, 2019           Listed on each feather are items that are needed  for the baskets. Please take feathers only if you will  be able to fulfill the obligation.  If you are unable to  purchase food, cash donations will be taken.   The  ladies will need your items turned in by Nove mber  12 th .           Thank you all for your support to the men and  their families at the Seminary.                 Saturday, October 12, 2019   7 - 9 p.m.     Bring a game your family likes to play and whatever  snacks and drinks you like.  Lemonade/ Kool - aid and  popcorn will be provided.  Any questions, call Karla  or Becky.                       PASTOR APPRECIATION   LUNCHEON / CHILI COOK OFF   October 20, 2019   Noon (after  late service)       Please join us for some food, fun and fellowship.   Once again, we will have a Chili Cook Off.  There  will be two sign - up sheet s   in fellowship hall , one for  attendance and one for making a pot of chili.           Sunday, October 27 th   2:30   p.m. Decorate your Trunk   3 :00 p.m. Treat           Once again, Trunk  o r Treat will be on Sunday  afternoon.  This is in hopes of getting our members  to come and open up their trunks to the kids.  Not  only will you have fun seeing the kids in costume,  but you’ll   also get to enjoy some snacks and  CANDY!  We would love to have a full parking lot  this   year and  welcome our community to Blessed  Savior.  Thank You.         This event is open to the community,   so tell your family, friends and neighbors!  
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The Turkey is ready to be plucked!

Oct.6– Nov. 12, 2019



     Listed on each feather are items that are needed for the baskets. Please take feathers only if you will be able to fulfill the obligation.  If you are unable to purchase food, cash donations will be taken.  The ladies will need your items turned in by November 12th.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]     Thank you all for your support to the men and their families at the Seminary.
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Saturday, October 12, 2019

7-9 p.m.



Bring a game your family likes to play and whatever snacks and drinks you like.  Lemonade/ Kool-aid and popcorn will be provided.  Any questions, call Karla or Becky.  
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PASTOR APPRECIATION

LUNCHEON/ CHILI COOK OFF

October 20, 2019

Noon (after late service)





Please join us for some food, fun and fellowship.  Once again, we will have a Chili Cook Off.  There will be two sign-up sheets in fellowship hall, one for attendance and one for making a pot of chili.   





Sunday, October 27th

2:30 p.m. Decorate your Trunk

3:00 p.m. Treat

[image: ]







Once again, Trunk or Treat will be on Sunday afternoon.  This is in hopes of getting our members to come and open up their trunks to the kids.  Not only will you have fun seeing the kids in costume, but you’ll also get to enjoy some snacks and CANDY!  We would love to have a full parking lot this year and welcome our community to Blessed Savior.  Thank You.

   

This event is open to the community,

so tell your family, friends and neighbors!
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CALLING ALL COOKS!
HILI COOK OFF
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October     Greeters   10/06      E  –   Lynn & Martha Oth        L  –   Paula Bossaller   10/13      E  –   Betty Lipham      L  –   Mary Bremer     10/20      E  –   Debbie Haynes        L  –   Jeff & Donna Wiggins     10/27     E  –   Mike & Donna Kroehnke        L  –   Ben Hilderbrand     October     Elder Greeter   10/06      E  –   Ray Ehrhard        L  –   Dennis Henneman     10/13      E  –   Mike Kroehnke        L  –   Terry Bossaller     10/20      E  – Ray Ehrhard        L  –   Dave McDermott        10/27      E  –   Mike Kroehnke         L  –   Wade Gergen     Octob er  Acolyters   10/06 C     L  –   Emily Roeglin       10/13          E  –   Robe rt Lowrey     10/20           L  –   Meaghan Helmich     10/27 C      L  –   Alexa Daengsurisri                       October     Ushers   Sunday Services   10/07      E  –   Team  # 1        L   -   Team  # 2     10/14      E  –   Team  # 1        L  –   Team  # 2     10/21      E  –   Team  # 1        L   -   Team  # 2     10/28      E  –   Team #1          L  –   Team #2           Ruth A. Woodson   April 24, 1936  –   September 7, 2019     Ruth   was called  to God’s heavenly rest from    her  earthly h ome on Saturday, September 7, 2019.    We remember Ruth ’s  family in our prayers as we  extend our Christian sympathy.        
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October  Greeters


10/06
  E – Lynn & Martha Oth


  L – Paula Bossaller

10/13
  E – Betty Lipham

  L – Mary Bremer

10/20   E – Debbie Haynes


  L – Jeff & Donna Wiggins

10/27   E – Mike & Donna Kroehnke


  L – Ben Hilderbrand

October  Elder Greeter

10/06
  E – Ray Ehrhard


  L – Dennis Henneman

10/13
  E – Mike Kroehnke


  L – Terry Bossaller

10/20
  E –Ray Ehrhard


  L – Dave McDermott

10/27
  E – Mike Kroehnke


  L – Wade Gergen

October  Acolyters


10/06C    L – Emily Roeglin

10/13       E – Robert Lowrey

10/20
      L – Meaghan Helmich

10/27C     L – Alexa Daengsurisri

October  Ushers Sunday Services

10/07
  E – Team #1


  L  - Team #2

10/14   E – Team #1


  L – Team #2

10/21
  E – Team #1


  L  - Team #2

10/28
  E – Team #1 



  L – Team #2
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Ruth A. Woodson

April 24, 1936 – September 7, 2019

Ruth was called to God’s heavenly rest from 


her earthly home on Saturday, September 7, 2019.   We remember Ruth’s family in our prayers as we extend our Christian sympathy.
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OC TO BER       10/2   Tina Siemsen   10/2   Doug Kirk   10/7   Dennis Henneman   10/9   Janet Lee     10/10   Rachel Legoute ’   10/11   Terry Bossaller   10/14   Kristen Meyer   10/15   Michael Haynes   10/17   Diane Pavlik   10/19   Chelsea Peterson   10/22   Lydia Legoute ’   10/22   Joel Vogel   10/23   Sue   Dietrich   10/24/96   Mickayla Kozma   10/25   Todd Mueller   10/26   John Walker   10/31   Jim Steinbruegge                   10/1   Donna Boyd   10/5   Lisa Meyer   10/6   Eugene Beach   10/8/95   Bradley Taylor   10/22   Dennis Henneman   10/23   Curt Joellenbeck   10/23   Daniel Lipham   10/23   Muriel  Tosh   10/28/07   Robert Lowrey   10/31   Michael Haynes                                     10/03/42   June & William Emde   10/06/73   Martha & Lynn Oth   10/11 /14   Daniel & Bethany Sanderson   10/18/74   Ted & Nancy Stocker   10/22/62   Dennis & Patti Henneman                   Military Display     We would   like to continue to update our military  display in the narthex and need your help.  For  Veteran’s Day we would like to display photos of  our veterans both living and deceased.  We would  like to include church members as well as your  family members.     Please provide a photo (can be from time of service  or a current photo) as well as information on years  of service (e.g. 1990 - 1995) and military branch.  If  it is a family member, please provide the  relationship to you (nephew, grand - daughter, etc.).       If you previously provided a photo, thank you!  We  will include your photo and information again this  year.   And if someone we currently have posted as  active duty has left the service, please update their  information so we can include them as a veteran.      Thank you for your help in remembering those who  served!  If you have any questions,   please contact  Debbie Haynes.   
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10/2	Tina Siemsen

10/2	Doug Kirk

10/7	Dennis Henneman

10/9	Janet Lee	

10/10	Rachel Legoute’

10/11	Terry Bossaller

10/14	Kristen Meyer

10/15	Michael Haynes

10/17	Diane Pavlik

10/19	Chelsea Peterson

10/22	Lydia Legoute’

10/22	Joel Vogel

10/23	Sue Dietrich

10/24/96	Mickayla Kozma

10/25	Todd Mueller

10/26	John Walker

10/31	Jim Steinbruegge
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10/1	Donna Boyd

10/5	Lisa Meyer

10/6	Eugene Beach

10/8/95	Bradley Taylor

10/22	Dennis Henneman

10/23	Curt Joellenbeck

10/23	Daniel Lipham

10/23	Muriel Tosh

10/28/07	Robert Lowrey

10/31	Michael Haynes
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10/03/42	June & William Emde

10/06/73	Martha & Lynn Oth

10/11/14	Daniel & Bethany Sanderson

10/18/74	Ted & Nancy Stocker

10/22/62	Dennis & Patti Henneman
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Military Display



We would like to continue to update our military display in the narthex and need your help.  For Veteran’s Day we would like to display photos of our veterans both living and deceased.  We would like to include church members as well as your family members.



Please provide a photo (can be from time of service or a current photo) as well as information on years of service (e.g. 1990-1995) and military branch.  If it is a family member, please provide the relationship to you (nephew, grand-daughter, etc.).  



If you previously provided a photo, thank you!  We will include your photo and information again this year.   And if someone we currently have posted as active duty has left the service, please update their information so we can include them as a veteran. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for your help in remembering those who served!  If you have any questions, please contact Debbie Haynes. 
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The Theology of a Beggar       It has taken a while  —   decades, actually  —   for me to realize that humans do not individually invent or  derive their own spirituality. Truthfully, each of us inherits it.     God is Spirit. (1 John 4:8). Moses has written that  humans are made in God’s Own image. (Genesis 1:26  -   27). It follows, then, that we who are made in God’s image are initially, essentially, and basically “spirit”  and, therefore, “spiritual,” as importantly as we are anything else.     That meek old Levite wen t on to say that we are also physically formed from the dust of the earth. It is dust  that we are made from naturally and to which our bodies eventually return when life ends. (Genesis 3:19).  So do all other creatures. It is the “spiritual” side of humanit y that separates us from the rest of the animal  and “natural” world. Human spirituality, then, is a “received” spirituality whether or not it is so  recognized. It is received from our Creator God.      So, too, is Christian spirituality. It is received from G od through the Holy Spirit, that is, by grace! As the  contemporary Australian, John Kleinig, a wonderful Lutheran theologian, terms it, it is “received  spirituality.” That transformed old Pharisee, St. Paul, asks, “What do you have that you did not receive ?”  (1 Corinthians 4:7, ESV). Indeed! All that is good or promotes good is given us by our Creator. This  remains true no matter the circumstances or admittance of it by the ones so gifted.     Plainly, what the Apostle refers to here, is grace, the utter goodn ess of God given humankind and especially  to His faithful ones. And we see this received spirituality given to the faithful through the appointed  “means” of grace as transmitted by the church and home. For God established these ”estates” for this very  purp ose: to transmit His grace.     Everything good and gracious, then, comes from God. (James 1:17). As God is Spirit, they are spiritual  gifts. They should, and they do, appeal to our spiritual selves even if they are physical in nature. “. . .(W)e  receive ever ything from His hand. This effects us physically and spiritually.” (Kleinig, John W,  Grace Upon  Grace,   Concordia:St. Louis, 2008, p. 10).      Oh, yes. From God through the Son, believers are blessed “. . .with every spiritual blessing.” (Ephesians  1:3). Thes e blessings come delivered by the Holy Spirit Who is available to us only in Christ through His  Word. Here we find the importance of the Divine Service. Because it is here that we regularly receive these  spiritual blessings.     Thank You, Lord Jesus, for eve ry good and perfect gift of the Father available to us only through Your  identification with us. You, our Brother, come to us in Word, Sacraments, and Absolution through the  agency of Your Church, true spiritual treasures.     It’s  STILL   all about Jesus for u s. Alleluia!      
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The Theology of a Beggar





It has taken a while — decades, actually — for me to realize that humans do not individually invent or derive their own spirituality. Truthfully, each of us inherits it.



God is Spirit. (1 John 4:8). Moses has written that humans are made in God’s Own image. (Genesis 1:26 - 27). It follows, then, that we who are made in God’s image are initially, essentially, and basically “spirit” and, therefore, “spiritual,” as importantly as we are anything else.



That meek old Levite went on to say that we are also physically formed from the dust of the earth. It is dust that we are made from naturally and to which our bodies eventually return when life ends. (Genesis 3:19). So do all other creatures. It is the “spiritual” side of humanity that separates us from the rest of the animal and “natural” world. Human spirituality, then, is a “received” spirituality whether or not it is so recognized. It is received from our Creator God. 



So, too, is Christian spirituality. It is received from God through the Holy Spirit, that is, by grace! As the contemporary Australian, John Kleinig, a wonderful Lutheran theologian, terms it, it is “received spirituality.” That transformed old Pharisee, St. Paul, asks, “What do you have that you did not receive?” (1 Corinthians 4:7, ESV). Indeed! All that is good or promotes good is given us by our Creator. This remains true no matter the circumstances or admittance of it by the ones so gifted.



Plainly, what the Apostle refers to here, is grace, the utter goodness of God given humankind and especially to His faithful ones. And we see this received spirituality given to the faithful through the appointed “means” of grace as transmitted by the church and home. For God established these ”estates” for this very purpose: to transmit His grace.



Everything good and gracious, then, comes from God. (James 1:17). As God is Spirit, they are spiritual gifts. They should, and they do, appeal to our spiritual selves even if they are physical in nature. “. . .(W)e receive everything from His hand. This effects us physically and spiritually.” (Kleinig, John W, Grace Upon Grace, Concordia:St. Louis, 2008, p. 10). 



Oh, yes. From God through the Son, believers are blessed “. . .with every spiritual blessing.” (Ephesians 1:3). These blessings come delivered by the Holy Spirit Who is available to us only in Christ through His Word. Here we find the importance of the Divine Service. Because it is here that we regularly receive these spiritual blessings.

[bookmark: _GoBack]

Thank You, Lord Jesus, for every good and perfect gift of the Father available to us only through Your identification with us. You, our Brother, come to us in Word, Sacraments, and Absolution through the agency of Your Church, true spiritual treasures.



It’s STILL all about Jesus for us. Alleluia!
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October    2019  

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

           

          1          2   9:30   AM ADULT  BIBLE STUDY     6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY/ MCKENNA        3          4   PASTOR  & VICAR  DAY  WITH FAMILY      5   7AM   MOBS BIBLE  STUDY @DENNY’S     6   PM WORSHIP  SERVICE   W/COMM.  

6        8   (KFUO)   & 10:30 AM   SERVICE  W/COMM.   9:15 AM SUNDAY  SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASSES   &  6 TH   GRADE  CONFIRMATION      7            8        9   9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE   STUDY   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY/ MCKENNA      10   7:00 P.M. ELDERS     NEWSLETTER  DEADLINE    11   PASTOR &   VICAR  DAY  WITH FAMILY    12    7   AM MOBS BIBLE  STUDY @DENNY’S     6   PM WORSHIP SERVICE   7 PM GAME NIGHT  

13     8 (KFUO)  & 10:30 AM   SERVICE  – LUTHERAN HIGH  CHOIRS   MITE BOX SUNDAY   9:15 AM SUNDAY  SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASSES   &  6 TH   GRADE  CONFIRMATION            14        15      16          9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY/ MCKENNA      17     7:00 PM BD. OF  DIRECTORS  18   PASTOR & VICAR  DAY  WITH FAMILY    19     7AM MOBS BIBLE STUDY  @DENNY’S     6   PM WORSHIP   SERVICE     “NO COMMUNION”    

20       8 (KFUO)  & 10:30  AM  SERVICE  “NO  COMMUNION”     9:15   AM SUNDAY  SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASSES     12 AM PASTOR  APPRECIATION  LUNCHEON   ”CHILI”        21   PASTOR  CONFERENCE   OCT 20  -   22          22            23      9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE  STUD Y   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY/ MCKENNA      24            25       PASTOR  & VICAR  DAY  WITH FAMILY          26         7AM  MOBS BIBLE  STUDY @DENNY’S     6 PM WORSHIP  SERVICE   W/COMM  

27         8 AM (KFUO) & 10:30  AM  W/COMM   9:15 AM REFORMATION/  PASTOR APPRECIATION  BRUNCH   3 PM   TRUNK R TREAT          28    29    30   9:30   AM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE  STUDY/ MCKENNA    31    1   PASTOR &   VICAR  DAY  WITH FAMILY      2     7AM MOBS BIBLE  STUDY @DENNY’S     6 PM WORSHIP SER.  W/COMMUNION    
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		October  2019



		Sunday

		Monday

		Tuesday

		Wednesday

		Thursday

		Friday

		Saturday



		

		

		

		

		

		



		 



		







		



		1









		2

9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY



6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY/ MCKENNA







		3









		4

PASTOR & VICAR DAY WITH FAMILY





		5

7AM MOBS BIBLE STUDY @DENNY’S



6 PM WORSHIP SERVICE W/COMM.



		6   

8 (KFUO) & 10:30 AM  SERVICE W/COMM.

9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASSES

& 6TH GRADE CONFIRMATION





		7 









		8







		9

9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY

6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY/ MCKENNA





		10

7:00 P.M. ELDERS



NEWSLETTER DEADLINE



		11

PASTOR & VICAR DAY WITH FAMILY



		12  7 AM MOBS BIBLE STUDY @DENNY’S



6 PM WORSHIP SERVICE

7 PM GAME NIGHT



		13  8 (KFUO)  & 10:30 AM  SERVICE –LUTHERAN HIGH CHOIRS

MITE BOX SUNDAY

9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASSES

& 6TH GRADE CONFIRMATION











		14
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		15





		16     

9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY

6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY/ MCKENNA





		17



7:00 PM BD. OF DIRECTORS

		18

PASTOR & VICAR DAY WITH FAMILY



		19 

7AM MOBS BIBLE STUDY @DENNY’S



6 PM WORSHIP SERVICE 

“NO COMMUNION”





		20   8 (KFUO)  & 10:30 AM  SERVICE “NO COMMUNION”

 9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASSES 

12 AM PASTOR APPRECIATION LUNCHEON ”CHILI”







		21

PASTOR CONFERENCE

OCT 20 - 22









		22











		23  

9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY

6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY/ MCKENNA





		24     



		25   

PASTOR & VICAR DAY WITH FAMILY

   



		26    

7AM MOBS BIBLE STUDY @DENNY’S



6 PM WORSHIP SERVICE W/COMM



		27     8 AM (KFUO) & 10:30 AM W/COMM

9:15 AM REFORMATION/ PASTOR APPRECIATION BRUNCH

3 PM TRUNK R TREAT
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		28



		29



		30

9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY

6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY/ MCKENNA



		31



		1

PASTOR & VICAR DAY WITH FAMILY



		 2 

7AM MOBS BIBLE STUDY @DENNY’S



6 PM WORSHIP SER. W/COMMUNION
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Monthly Newsletter of   BLESSED SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH   2615 Shackelford Road, Florissant, MO 63031 - 2005   * 314 -   831 - 1300   www.blessedsavior - lcms.org   * office@blessedsavior - lcms.org   + + +     “Empowered by God’s Holy Word,    we joyfully share the love of Jesus with all people    through worship, teaching, fellowship, service and   witnessing.”      

                        ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   OCTOBER   2019     Dear Family of God at  Blessed Savior,   I pray, as always, that this newsletter finds you safe, healthy, faithful,  and thankful   --   and especially, BLESSED BY THE LORD.   I will praise you, O Lord, among the nations; I will sing of you among the  peoples.  For great is your love, reaching to the heavens; your faithfulness  reaches to the skies.   Psalm 57:9 - 10     There are times in all of  our lives when we worry.  We worry about all the  problems that we have  –   how we are going to pay those bills, how we are going to  make sure our children are raised right, how we are going to get through this  difficult time in our lives (sickness, death of  a loved one,…etc).     The Psalmist in Psalm 57:9 - 10 reminds us of the faithfulness of our God.   Our God has been faithful to us in everything, so when we face the troubles in  life, we know that He will continue to be faithful.     A songwriter named Sara Groves   wrote the following lyrics about the  faithfulness of God:     Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me      Morning by morning I wake up to find    The power and comfort of God’s hand in mine    Season by season I watch Him, amazed    In awe of the mystery of His per fect ways    All I have need of, His hand will provide    He’s always been faithful to me.      I can’t remember a trial or a pain    He did not recycle to bring me gain    I can’t remember one single regret    In serving God only, and trusting His hand    All I have nee d of, His hand will provide    He’s always been faithful to me.      This is my anthem, this is my song    The theme of the stories I’ve heard for so long    God has been faithful, He will be again    His loving compassion, it knows no end    All I have need of, His ha nd will provide    He’s always been faithful, He’s always been faithful    He’s always been faithful to me.     In Christ,   Pastor Roeglin  
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


OCTOBER 2019

Dear Family of God at Blessed Savior,

I pray, as always, that this newsletter finds you safe, healthy, faithful, and thankful -- and especially, BLESSED BY THE LORD.


I will praise you, O Lord, among the nations; I will sing of you among the peoples.  For great is your love, reaching to the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the skies. Psalm 57:9-10



There are times in all of our lives when we worry.  We worry about all the problems that we have – how we are going to pay those bills, how we are going to make sure our children are raised right, how we are going to get through this difficult time in our lives (sickness, death of a loved one,…etc).



The Psalmist in Psalm 57:9-10 reminds us of the faithfulness of our God.  Our God has been faithful to us in everything, so when we face the troubles in life, we know that He will continue to be faithful.



A songwriter named Sara Groves wrote the following lyrics about the faithfulness of God:

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 

Morning by morning I wake up to find 
The power and comfort of God’s hand in mine 
Season by season I watch Him, amazed 
In awe of the mystery of His perfect ways 
All I have need of, His hand will provide 
He’s always been faithful to me. 

I can’t remember a trial or a pain 
He did not recycle to bring me gain 
I can’t remember one single regret 
In serving God only, and trusting His hand 
All I have need of, His hand will provide 
He’s always been faithful to me. 

This is my anthem, this is my song 
The theme of the stories I’ve heard for so long 
God has been faithful, He will be again 
His loving compassion, it knows no end 
All I have need of, His hand will provide 
He’s always been faithful, He’s always been faithful 
He’s always been faithful to me.

In Christ,

Pastor Roeglin

Monthly Newsletter of



BLESSED SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH



2615 Shackelford Road, Florissant, MO 63031-2005 *314- 831-1300



� HYPERLINK "http://www.blessedsavior-lcms.org" �www.blessedsavior-lcms.org� * office@blessedsavior-lcms.org



+ + +







“Empowered by God’s Holy Word, 



we joyfully share the love of Jesus with all people 



through worship, teaching, fellowship, service and witnessing.”  
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Pray without Ceasing   by Matthew C. Harrison       Luther famously wrote that there are three things that make a theologian (and this applies to all  Christians): (1) prayer; (2) meditation on God’s Word; and (3) trials. He then observed that the trials we  experience really bring it all together. They drive us to rely on God’s Word, and they drive us into prayer.  He quipped, “I thank God for the pope. Through all his ranting and raving, he’s made me a pretty good  theologian.”   Trials always come. You have you rs; I have mine. They tempt us to believe that the Gospel is not ours,  that Scripture is not true, that God does not really love us, that He might even hate us and want to  punish us, if He exists at all. The art of being a Christian is, in large measure, b elieving in God against  God. We believe the clear Word of the Gospel of free forgiveness and trust in Baptism, Absolution and  Christ’s body and blood in the Supper for forgiveness. We trust His promises against the pain, death,  spiritual struggles and disa ppointments we so often experience in this life and which God allows and  even brings upon us. Does God will suffering? Contemplate Jesus’ prayer in the garden for the answer:  “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will,  but yours, be done” (Luke  22:42). The art of being a Christian is to experience suffering, yet to trust that it is sent for good, not  harm. It is to pray with Job: “Though [God] slay me, I will hope in him” (Job 13:15).   In my feeble walk of faith, in my ch allenged prayer life, through a multitude of trials, the Psalms have  been a solace. Raising children and grandchildren; facing illness, tragedy or problems in the family or  at work; struggling with faith due to assaults of the sinful flesh and the devil  —   all drive us to prayer  and meditation on God’s Word. That’s how God makes “theologians” or “Christians” of us. That’s what  He did with the prophets too (Gen. 22). That’s what He did with the apostles (2 Cor. 12). That’s what He  does with you. “Why, O Lord,   do you stand far away? Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?”  (Ps. 10:1).   Open on my kneeler is the LSB Altar Book, which contains all the Psalms. The Psalms are God’s prayer  book especially for us. Jesus had them memorized. They express the full  range of human emotion  —   frustration, pain, faithlessness, but also happiness, joy and steadfastness. They tell us who God is and  how He regards us. They have their own contexts, like prayers for royal events. But they console us now  because they tell us t hat God acted in the past, even as He promises to act today and shall continue to  act for the well - being of His saints into the future (Ps. 145). The enemies of the faithful remain the same:  the devil, the world and our flesh. The weaknesses of Christians  are the same: doubt, sin and  faithlessness.   Continued….      
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Luther famously wrote that there are three things that make a theologian (and this applies to all Christians): (1) prayer; (2) meditation on God’s Word; and (3) trials. He then observed that the trials we experience really bring it all together. They drive us to rely on God’s Word, and they drive us into prayer. He quipped, “I thank God for the pope. Through all his ranting and raving, he’s made me a pretty good theologian.”

Trials always come. You have yours; I have mine. They tempt us to believe that the Gospel is not ours, that Scripture is not true, that God does not really love us, that He might even hate us and want to punish us, if He exists at all. The art of being a Christian is, in large measure, believing in God against God. We believe the clear Word of the Gospel of free forgiveness and trust in Baptism, Absolution and Christ’s body and blood in the Supper for forgiveness. We trust His promises against the pain, death, spiritual struggles and disappointments we so often experience in this life and which God allows and even brings upon us. Does God will suffering? Contemplate Jesus’ prayer in the garden for the answer: “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done” (Luke 22:42). The art of being a Christian is to experience suffering, yet to trust that it is sent for good, not harm. It is to pray with Job: “Though [God] slay me, I will hope in him” (Job 13:15).

In my feeble walk of faith, in my challenged prayer life, through a multitude of trials, the Psalms have been a solace. Raising children and grandchildren; facing illness, tragedy or problems in the family or at work; struggling with faith due to assaults of the sinful flesh and the devil — all drive us to prayer and meditation on God’s Word. That’s how God makes “theologians” or “Christians” of us. That’s what He did with the prophets too (Gen. 22). That’s what He did with the apostles (2 Cor. 12). That’s what He does with you. “Why, O Lord, do you stand far away? Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?” (Ps. 10:1).

Open on my kneeler is the LSB Altar Book, which contains all the Psalms. The Psalms are God’s prayer book especially for us. Jesus had them memorized. They express the full range of human emotion — frustration, pain, faithlessness, but also happiness, joy and steadfastness. They tell us who God is and how He regards us. They have their own contexts, like prayers for royal events. But they console us now because they tell us that God acted in the past, even as He promises to act today and shall continue to act for the well-being of His saints into the future (Ps. 145). The enemies of the faithful remain the same: the devil, the world and our flesh. The weaknesses of Christians are the same: doubt, sin and faithlessness.
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Pray without Ceasing…Continued       My trials have driven me to the Psalms. I am daily shocked and delighted at how the words I pray from  3,000 years ago are so applicable now. I am struck low by the Law and raised to life by the Gospel. “I  said, ‘I will  confess my transgressions to the Lord,’ and you forgave the iniquity of my sin” (Ps. 32:5; see  Ps. 130; 143). I resonate with the complaints of David (Ps. 9; 10; 124; 129). I am led by the words to give  thanks to God for all His manifold blessings to the c ontrite (Ps. 147). And time and time again, the  inspired and living words of these prayers pray me into joy and rejoicing. “Be glad in the Lord, and  rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!” (Ps. 32:11; see Ps. 122; 126). I am  con soled by the Lord’s promises (Ps. 119:151).   More than any other prayers, the Psalms lead us directly to the life St. Paul wills for us because it is  Christ’s will for us. “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is  the  will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thess. 5:16 – 18).         Drive Thru Prayer   Saturday, October 5th, 2019   Noon  –   2 p.m.     Outreach has decided to have the Drive Thru Prayer s   on a Saturday instead of during the week.  We are  hoping that more of our members would be willing to come and help with this service.   If you are in  need of a prayer, please call Paula in the church office.   If you have any questions   regarding the Drive  Thru Prayer , please call or talk to Donna Wiggins @  719 - 304 - 9321 or Brian McKenna @941 - 2651.          
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My trials have driven me to the Psalms. I am daily shocked and delighted at how the words I pray from 3,000 years ago are so applicable now. I am struck low by the Law and raised to life by the Gospel. “I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,’ and you forgave the iniquity of my sin” (Ps. 32:5; see Ps. 130; 143). I resonate with the complaints of David (Ps. 9; 10; 124; 129). I am led by the words to give thanks to God for all His manifold blessings to the contrite (Ps. 147). And time and time again, the inspired and living words of these prayers pray me into joy and rejoicing. “Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!” (Ps. 32:11; see Ps. 122; 126). I am consoled by the Lord’s promises (Ps. 119:151).

More than any other prayers, the Psalms lead us directly to the life St. Paul wills for us because it is Christ’s will for us. “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thess. 5:16–18).
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Drive Thru Prayer

Saturday, October 5th, 2019

Noon – 2 p.m.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Outreach has decided to have the Drive Thru Prayers on a Saturday instead of during the week.  We are hoping that more of our members would be willing to come and help with this service.  If you are in need of a prayer, please call Paula in the church office.  If you have any questions regarding the Drive Thru Prayer, please call or talk to Donna Wiggins @ 719-304-9321 or Brian McKenna @941-2651.
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