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Maundy Thursday

March 28, 2024
KINDLY NOTE:  Holy Communion is celebrated today in accordance with our belief and confession taken from God’s Holy Word, that Christ’s body and blood are truly present and given us in and with the bread and wine.   Members of churches that belong to the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, believing and confessing as we do, are invited to partake in the Lord’s Supper with us.  We practice close communion and ask that ALL guests who desire to commune, kindly speak to the Pastor before the service.

AS WE GATHER:  The name for this day comes from the Latin word "mandatum," meaning "commandment."  It refers to the two "new" commandments our Lord gave to His disciples on this day.  The first is "love one another," and the second is "do this in remembrance of Me."  In the early church, Maundy Thursday was also the day on which those who had fallen away from the Church were restored to full fellowship with other believers after having observed the 40-day penitential season of Lent.  Today we are reminded of the reconciliation we have because of Christ’s body and blood given for the forgiveness of our sin, and the example of self-giving love shown by our Lord as He washed the feet of His disciples.

Our service today is the "first act" or portion of what the early Church observed as "the triduum," a three-day observance of the events of our Lord's suffering, death, and resurrection.  Even though Christians come and go during these three days, the worship services from now through the great Vigil of Easter are considered to be one continuous service.

Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution    p.290 
Greeting of Peace  The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).
Call to Worship: 

             “We Come Together Here”
Opening Hymn 
     “When You Woke that Thursday Morning”
 #445
1
When You woke that Thursday morning,
    Savior, teacher, faithful friend,
Thoughts of self and safety scorning,
    Knowing how the day would end;
Lamb of God, foretold for ages,
    Now at last the hour had come
When but One could pay sin’s wages:
    You assumed their dreadful sum.

2
Never so alone and lonely,
    Longing with tormented heart
To be with Your dear ones only
    For a quiet hour apart:
Sinless Lamb and fallen creature,
    One last paschal meal to eat,
One last lesson as their teacher,
    Washing Your disciples’ feet.

3
What was there that You could give them
    That would never be outspent,
What great gift that would outlive them,
    What last will and testament?
“Show Me and the world you love Me,
    Know Me as the Lamb of God:
Do this in remembrance of Me,
    Eat this body, drink this blood.”

4
One in faith, in love united,
    All one body, You the head,
When we meet, by You invited,
    You are with us, as You said.
One with You and one another
    In a unity sublime,
See in us Your sister, brother,
    One in ev’ry place and time.

5
One day all the Church will capture
    That bright vision glorious,
And Your saints will know the rapture
    That Your heart desired for us,
When the longed-for peace and union
    Of the Greatest and the least
Meet in joyous, blest communion
    In Your never-ending feast.

Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003344

Stand
Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution      p.290
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
	P
	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

	C
	Amen.


	P
	I will go to the altar of God,

	C
	to God my exceeding joy.

	P
	Our help is in the name of the Lord,

	C
	who made heaven and earth.


Sit

P  During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that prevents us from trusting in God and loving each other. Since it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ on this night when He instituted this blessed meal for our salvation, it is proper that we complete our Lenten discipline by diligently examining ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do. This holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those who are troubled because of their sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear God's wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness.

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, from which we are incapable of delivering ourselves.  Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us.  For our benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we deserve.

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you."  It is as if He said, "I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your good.  As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat."

In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins."  Again, it is as if He said, "I have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your iniquities.  I give Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the new testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation.  As a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink."

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life.

We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was delivered for our offenses and raised for our justification.  Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and follow Him and, according to His commandment, love one another as He has loved us.  For we are all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one bread and drink from the one cup.  For just as the one cup is filled with the wine of many grapes and one bread made from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in Christ.  Because of Him, we love one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth.

May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us.

C
Amen.

P
Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our Father for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness.

C
Amen.

Stand

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P
O almighty God, merciful Father,

C
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P
God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.

C
Amen.

P
Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God's?

C
Yes.

P
Let it be done for you as you believe.

P
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C
Amen.
P
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in T peace.

C
Amen.

Service of the Word



       p.156
Salutation and Collect of the Day
	P
	The Lord be with you.

	C
	· And also with you.


	P
	Let us pray.


	C
	O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and  blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.




Sit
Old Testament Reading                              Jeremiah 31:31-34
     31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord. 33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”
P
This is the Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.
Choir Anthem:  “Given for You”

Gradual
Heb. 9:12a, c, 15a; Ps. 111:9a

C Christ entered once for all into the holy places, by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.  Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance.  He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever.

Epistle
 Heb.10:15-25
15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,

16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them
    after those days, declares the Lord,
I will put my laws on their hearts,
    and write them on their minds,”

17 then he adds,

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”

18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
     19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
P
This is the Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.
Stand

Verse
John 13:1b
C Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.

Holy Gospel
 Luke 22:7-20
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-second chapter.
C
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Glory to You, O Lord.
       7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it.” 9 They said to him, “Where will you have us prepare it?” 10 He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters 11 and tell the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 12 And he will show you a large upper room furnished; prepare it there.” 13 And they went and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover.
     14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.
	P
	This is the Gospel of the Lord.

	C
	· Praise to You, O Christ.


Hymn  “Eat This Bread” 
#638
(congregation will sing refrain)
ref
Eat this bread, drink this cup,
    Come to Him and never be hungry.
Eat this bread, drink this cup,
    Trust in Him and you will not thirst.

1
This is His body given for you; this is His blood that was shed for you. Refrain

2
As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you show His death until He comes again. Refrain

3
Eat His flesh and drink His blood, and Christ will raise you up on the Last Day. Refrain

4
Anyone who eats this bread will live forever. Refrain

5
If we believe and eat this bread, we will have eternal life. Refrain
Text (sts. 1–2): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. ref, 3–5): © 1984 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003344

Nicene Creed

C
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,

     maker of heaven and earth

          and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,

     begotten of His Father before all worlds,

     God of God, Light of Light,

     very God of very God,

     begotten, not made,

     being of one substance with the Father,

     by whom all things were made;

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

     He suffered and was buried.

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven

     and sits at the right hand of the Father.

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

     the Lord and giver of life,

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

     who spoke by the prophets.

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

Sermon Hymn “Here, O My Lord”
 #631
1
Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face;
    Here would I touch and handle things unseen;
Here grasp with firmer hand the_eternal grace,
    And all my weariness upon Thee lean.

2
Here would I feed upon the bread of God,
    Here drink with Thee the royal wine of heav’n;
Here would I lay aside each earthly load,
    Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiv’n.

3
This is the hour of banquet and of song;
    This is the heav’nly table spread for me;
Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong
    The brief bright hour of fellowship with Thee.

4
I have no help but Thine; nor do I need
    Another arm but Thine to lean upon.
It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed;
    My strength is in Thy might, Thy might alone.

5
Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness;
    Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood;
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:
    Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God.

6
Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;
    The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here;
    Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun.

7
Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
    Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,
    The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.

Text: Public domain

Sermon
Sermon Response Hymn 

    “Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy”            vs. 1 #774
1
Feed Thy children, God most holy;
Comfort sinners poor and lowly.
    O Thou Bread of Life from heaven,
    Bless the food Thou here hast given!
As these gifts the body nourish,
May our souls in graces flourish
    Till with saints in heav’nly splendor
    At Thy feast due thanks we render.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003344

Offering
Stand
Offertory[image: image2.png]



 p.159

C  What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?  I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.  I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Prayer of the Church

    After each petition of the prayers:

	P
	Lord, in Your mercy

	C
	Hear our prayer.


    After the final petition:

	P
	One God, now and forever.

	C
	Amen.


Service of the Sacrament



p.160
Preface
 
P
The Lord be with you.

C
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And also with you.

P
Lift up your hearts.

C
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We lift them to the Lord.

P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P   It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus[image: image6.png]



 p. 161
C
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might:

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna.  Hosanna.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
 p. 161
P
Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
 p.162
P
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Proclamation of Christ
P
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

C
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord's Prayer
p.162

C
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini
 p.163
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C
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Amen.

Agnus Dei[image: image8.png]



 
C
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit

Distribution
Distribution Hymns
  “Now My Tongue the Mystery Telling”  
 #630
1
Now, my tongue, the myst’ry telling
    Of the glorious body sing,
And the blood, all price excelling,
    Which the Gentiles’ Lord and King,
Once on earth among us dwelling,
    Shed for this world’s ransoming.

2
Giv’n for us, and condescending
    To be born for us below,
He with us in converse blending
     Dwelt, the seed of truth to sow,
Till He closed with wondrous ending
    His most patient life of woe.

3
That last night at supper lying
    Mid the Twelve, His chosen band,
Jesus, with the Law complying,
    Keeps the feast its rites demand;
Then, more precious food supplying,
    Gives Himself with His own hand.

4
Word made flesh, the bread He taketh,
    By His word His flesh to be;
Wine His sacred blood He maketh,
    Though the senses fail to see;
Faith alone the true heart waketh
    To behold the mystery.

D
5
Glory let us give and blessing
    To the Father and the Son,
Honor, thanks, and praise addressing,
    While eternal ages run;
Ever too His love confessing
    Who from both with both is One.

Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003344

Distribution Hymn “What Is This Bread”
 #629
1
What is this bread?
Christ’s body risen from the dead:
    This bread we break,
    This life we take,
Was crushed to pay for our release.
O taste and see—the Lord is peace.

2
What is this wine?
The blood of Jesus shed for mine;
    The cup of grace
    Brings His embrace
Of life and love until I sing!
O taste and see—the Lord is King.

3
So who am I,
That I should live and He should die
    Under the rod?
    My God, my God,
Why have You not forsaken me?
O taste and see—the Lord is free.

4
Yet is God here?
Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear,
    In mouth and soul
    He makes us whole—
Christ, truly present in this meal.
O taste and see—the Lord is real.

5
Is this for me?
I am forgiven and set free!
    I do believe
    That I receive
His very body and His blood.
O taste and see—the Lord is good.

Text: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003344

Distribution Hymn
 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”
 #637
1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord.

And drink the holy blood for you outpoured;

Offered was He for greatest and for least,

Himself the victim and Himself the priest.

2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields,

To all believers life eternal yields;

With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole

Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.

3 Come forward then with faithful hears sincere,

And take the pledges of salvation here.

O Lord, our hears with grateful thanks endow

As in this feast of love you bless us now.

Stand
Post-Communion Canticle[image: image9.png]


 “Nunc Dimittis”
 p. 165
	C
	Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled.  My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight of ev'ry people: A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.


Post-Communion Collect
p.166
	P
	Let us pray.

	P
	We give thanks to you, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

	C
	Amen.


Evening Hymn “Christ, Mighty Savior”                  #881
1
Christ, mighty Savior, Light of all creation,
You make the daytime radiant with the sunlight
And to the night give glittering adornment,
Stars in the heavens.
2
Now comes the day’s end as the sun is setting,
Mirror of daybreak, pledge of resurrection;
While in the heavens choirs of stars appearing
Hallow the nightfall.
3
Therefore we come now evening rights to offer,
Joyfully chanting holy hymns to praise You,
With all creation joining hearts and voices
Singing Your glory.

4
Give heed, we pray You, to our supplication,
That You may grant us pardon for offenses,
Strength for our weak hearts, rest for aching bodies,
Soothing the weary.
5
Though bodies slumber, hearts shall keep their vigil,
Forever resting in the peace of Jesus,
In light or darkness worshipping our Savior
Now and forever. 

Stripping of the Altar 
The communion vessels are reverently removed from the altar, the altar is stripped, and the chancel is cleared in preparation for the solemn services of Good Friday.
Reading of Psalm 22
**All leave the church in silence**
-------------------------------------------------
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