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GOOD FRIDAY
March 29, 2024
     Good Friday and our worship here this evening is a time of somber reflection as we approach the mystery of Jesus’ death on the cross.  We remember that Jesus’ death is celebrated because of the forgiveness of sins and life that flow from Him and His cross to us for our salvation.  The message of Jesus’ cross is the message of Scripture, it was planned by God, proclaimed by the prophets, and fulfilled in Christ.  Today is “Good Friday” for God’s revelation of His love for us in Christ, has been fulfilled.

     Part of our service is patterned after the ancient office of "Tenebrae", which means darkness.  Our worship tonight is to remind us of the terrible reality of our sin, which caused our Savior, Jesus to die for us.  As the Passion account is read, the candles will be extinguished one by one and the lights will dim, causing the chancel to become increasingly dark.  This is to symbolize our Lord's death for our sin and remind us of the darkness, the spiritual darkness that Jesus, the Light of the word, had come to overcome.  

     The removal of the Christ Candle, near the close of the service, signifies Jesus’, true man and True God, death and burial.  The "strepitus", the loud noise of the shutting of a book, that is heard near the end of the service symbolizes the closing and sealing of the tomb.  The Christ Candle is not extinguished at any time during the service, as it is symbolic of the eternal light of God's love given us in His Son Jesus.  Though evil had its hour, the Light of God's love continues to burn to all eternity.  

     In keeping with the solemnity of the service, there is no organ postlude and everyone is asked to leave the church quietly and in silence.

+  IN NOMINE JESU  +
Call to Worship “O Darkest Woe”                          Choir
Opening Hymn  “Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted”   
#451
          Stricken, smitten, and afflicted,
          See Him dying on the tree!
          'Tis the Christ by man rejected;
           Yes, my soul, 'tis He, 'tis He!
           'Tis the long-expected Prophet,
           David's Son, yet David's Lord;
           Proofs I see sufficient of it:
           'Tis the true and faithful Word.

Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning,
Was there ever grief like His?
Friends through fear His cause disowning,
Foes insulting His distress;
Many hands were raised to wound Him,
None would intervene to save;
But the deepest stroke that pierced Him
Was the stroke that Justice gave.

Ye who think of sin but lightly
Nor suppose the evil great
Here may view its nature rightly,
Here its guilt may estimate.
Mark the sacrifice appointed,
See who bears the awful load;
'Tis the Word, the Lord's anointed,
Son of Man and Son of God.

Here we have a firm foundation;
Here the refuge of the lost;
Christ, the Rock of our salvation,
Is the name of which we boast.
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded,
Sacrifice to cancel guilt!
None shall ever be confounded
Who on Him their hope have built.
Invocation

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C  Amen.
Confession of Sins

C  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to you all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly deserved your punishment now and forever.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.
P   Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us and has given his only Son to die for us and for his sake forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name he gives power to become the children of God and promised them his Holy Spirit.  He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.  Grant this, Lord to us all.

C   Amen
Introit
P  Out of the depths
C  I cry to You, O Lord;
P  O Lord, hear my voice.
C  Let Your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy.

P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins,
C  O Lord, who could stand?
P  But with You there is forgiveness;

C  therefore You are feared.

P  I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,

C  and in His word I put my hope.

P  My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning,
C  more than watchmen wait for the morning.

P  O Israel, put your hope in the Lord,

C  for with the Lord is unfailing love and with Him is full redemption.

P  He Himself will redeem Israel
C  from all their sins.
Collect

P  Let us pray to the Lord.
C  Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

 
Sit

Old Testament Reading 
    Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
      "See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. Just as there were many who were appalled at him— his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man and his form marred beyond human likeness— so will he sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their mouths because of him. For what they were not told, they will see, and what they have not heard, they will understand. Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

     He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

     We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. 

     He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. After the suffering of his soul, he will see the 
light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors."
P This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God (Spoken)

 
Gradual

P  [Christ] entered the Most Holy Place once for all

C  by His own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.

P
He is the Mediator of a new covenant,
C  that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance.

P  He provided redemption for His people,

C  He ordained His covenant forever.

Epistle Reading
     Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9

     "Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin.  Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.  During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.  Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him."

P  This is the Word of the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.

Stand
Verse

C  Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten by Him and afflicted.

 

Holy Gospel
                                             John 19:17-30
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the nineteenth chapter.
C  Glory to You, O Lord.
 
     "Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). Here they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.” Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, “They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.” So this is what the soldiers did. Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit."

 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit

Sermon Hymn 
   “When I Survey The Wondrous Cross”                   #425
When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of Glory died; 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 


Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the death of Christ, my God; 
all the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 

See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown. 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a tribute far too small; 
love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

Sermon 
Offering

Good Friday Litany

  P  O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C  O Lord, have mercy upon us.
P  O Christ, have mercy upon us.

C  O Christ, have mercy upon us.
P  O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C
O Lord, have mercy upon us.
P
O Christ, hear us.

C
O Christ, hear us.
P
O God, the Father in heaven,

C
Have mercy upon us.
 
P
O God, the Holy Spirit,
C
Have mercy upon us.
P
Be gracious unto us.

C
Spare us, good Lord.
P
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,

C
Have mercy upon us.
P
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,

C
Grant us Your peace.
P
O Christ, hear us.

C
O Christ, hear us.
P
O Lord, have mercy upon us.

C
O Lord, have mercy upon us.
P
O Christ, have mercy upon us.

C
O Christ, have mercy upon us.
C  Amen.
 

Bidding Prayer

V
Let us pray for ourselves and for the whole Church, that our Lord God would defend us against all the assaults and temptations of our adversary, the devil and keep us perpetually on the true foundation, Jesus Christ:

P
Almighty and everlasting God, since you have revealed your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ and in the Word of his truth, keep, we ask you, in safety the works of your mercy so that your Church, spread throughout all nations, may be defended against the adversary and may serve you in true faith and persevere in the confession of your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C
Amen.
V
Let us pray for all in authority that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty:

P
O merciful Father in heaven, because you hold in your hand all the might of man and because you have ordained, for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do well, all the powers that exist in all the nations of the world, we humbly pray you graciously to regard your servants, especially those in authority over us that all who receive the sword as your authority may bear it according to your Word; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C  Amen.

V
Let us pray our Lord God Almighty that he would deliver the world from disease, ward off famine, set free those in bondage, grant health to the sick, comfort and protection to those who serve and protect us and a safe journey to all who travel:
P
Almighty and everlasting God, the consolation of the sorrowful and the strength of those who labor, may the prayers of those who in any tribulation or distress cry to you graciously come before you, so that in all their necessities they may rejoice in your manifold help and comfort; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C
Amen.

V
Let us pray for all who are outside the Church, that our Lord God would be pleased to deliver them from their error, call them to faith in the true and living God and his only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and gather them into his family, the Church:

P
Almighty and everlasting God, because you seek not the death but the life of all, hear our prayers for all who have no right knowledge of you, free them from their error, and for the glory of your name bring them into the fellowship of your holy Church; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C  Amen.

V
Let us pray for our enemies, that God would remember them in mercy and graciously grant them such things as are both needful for them and profitable to their salvation: 
P
O almighty, everlasting God, through your only Son, our blessed Lord, you have commanded us to love our enemies, to do good to those who hate us, and to pray for those who persecute us. We therefore earnestly implore you that by your gracious visitation all our enemies may be led to true repentance and may have the same love and be of one accord and of one mind and heart with us and with your whole Church; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C  
Amen.
P  
Finally let us pray for all these things for which you, our Lord would have us ask, praying in Jesus name.

C
Amen.

 
Sit

Vocal Solo “The Power of the Cross”         Zach Roeglin
Office of Tenebrae
First Reading
                       John 19:16-24, Luke 23:34 

P
Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). Here they crucified him, and with him two others--one on each side and Jesus in the middle. Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, "Do not write 'The King of the Jews,' but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews." Pilate answered, "What I have written, I have written."  When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. "Let's not tear it," they said to one another. "Let's decide by lot who will get it." This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, "They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing." So this is what the soldiers did. 

C  Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.

 
Hymn  
   "A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”   
     #438  vs.1 & 3

(the first candle is extinguished)

1)
A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth, 


The guilt of sinners bearing


And, laden with the sins of earth,


None else the burden sharing;


Goes patient on, grows weak and faint, 


To slaughter led without complaint,


That spotless life to offer,


He bears the stripes, the wounds, the lies,


The mockery and yet replies,


“All this I gladly suffer.”
3)
Yes, Father, yes, most willingly


I’ll bear what You command Me.


My will conforms to Your decree,


I’ll do what You have asked Me.”


O wondrous Love, what have You done!


The Father offers up His Son


Desiring our salvation


O Love, how strong You are to save!


You lay the One into the grave


Who built the earth’s foundation.
 

Second Reading                                                
Luke 23:35-43

P
The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One." The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself." There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 

C  Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."

 
Hymn      "O Sacred Head, Now Wounded"
       #450 vs. 1-3
(the second candle is extinguished)

1)
O sacred Head now wounded.  

With grief and shame weighed down

Now scornfully surrounded

With thorns, Thine only crown.

O sacred Head, what glory.

What bliss, till now was Thine!

Yet, though despised and gory,

I joy to call Thee mine.
2)
How pale Thou are with anguish,

With sore abuse and scorn!

How doth Thy face now languish

That once was bright as morn!

Grim death, with cruel rigor,

Hath robbed Thee of Thy life;

Thus Thou has lost Thy vigor,

Thy strength, in this sad strife.

3)
What Thou, my Lord, has suffered

Was all for sinners gain;

Mine, mine was the transgression,

But Thine the deadly pain.

Lo, here I fall, my Savior!  

Tis I deserve Thy place;

Look on me with Thy favor, 

And grant to me Thy grace.
Third Reading
                                            John 19:25-27
P
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
C
When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," and to the disciple, "Here is your mother." From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.

 
Hymn    "Jesus, In Your Dying Woes”           
#447 vs. 7-9
(the third candle is extinguished)

7) Jesus, loving to the end
Her whose heart Your sorrows rend
And Your dearest human friend;

Hear us, holy Jesus.

8) May we in Your sorrows share,

For Your sake all peril dare,

And enjoy Your tender care:

Hear us, holy Jesus.

9) May we all Your loved one be,

All one holy family,

Loving, since Your love we see:

Hear us, holy Jesus.

Fourth Reading                                      
Matthew 27:45-46

P  From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"
C  which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"

Hymn     "O Sacred Head, Now Wounded" 
    #450 vs. 4-7
(the fourth candle is extinguished)

4)

My Shepherd, now receive me;

My Guardian, own me Thine.

Great blesings Thou didst give me,

O Source of gifts divine.

Thy lips have often fed me

With words of truth and love,

Thy Spirit oft hath led me

To heav’nly joys above.

5)
What language shall I borrow

To thank Thee, dearest Friend,

For this Thy dying sorrow,

Thy pity without end?

O make me Thine forever!

And should I fainting be,

Lord, let me never, never,

Outlive my love for Thee.
6)
My Savior, be Thou near me

When death is at my door:

Then let Thy presence cheer me.

Forsake me nevermore!

When soul and body languish,

O leave me not alone,

But take away mine anguish

By virtue of Thine own!

7)
Be Thou my consolation,

My shield, when I must die;

Remind me of Thy passion

When my last hour draws nigh.

Mine eyes shall then behold Thee

Upon Thy cross shall dwell,

My heart by faith enfold Thee,

Who dieth thus dies well.

 Fifth Reading                                               
John 19:28-29

P  Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty." 

C
A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips.

 
Hymn         "Were You There"             
#456 vs. 1 & 2
(the fifth candle is extinguished)

1) Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Where you there when they crucified my Lord”

Oh, Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble,

Where you there when they crucified my Lord?

2) Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

Oh, Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble,

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

 

Sixth Reading                                                    
John 19:30

P  When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." 
C
With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
Hymn           "Were You There"
#456 vs. 3
(the sixth candle is extinguished)

3) Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?

Oh, Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble,

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?

 

Seventh Reading                                          
Luke 23:44-46

P
It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 

 

C
Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his last.

 
Hymn       "Lamb of God, Pure and Holy" 
#434 vs. 1 & 2
(the seventh candle is extinguished)

1) Lamb of God, pure and holy,

Who on the cross didst suffer,

Ever patient and lowly,

Thyself to scorn didst offer.

All sins Thou borest for us,

Else had despair reigned o’er us;

Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus!

2) Lamb of God, pure and holy,

Who on the cross didst suffer,

Ever patient and lowly,

Thyself to scorn didst offer.

All sins Thou borest for us,

Else had despair reigned o’er us:

Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus!
 
Removal of the Christ Candle

Strepitus  (The slamming shut of the book, signifies the closing and sealing of the tomb and the finished sacrifice for our sins.)
 

Choir Anthem “Darkness, Gross Darkness”
Lord’s Prayer

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.
 

Return of the Christ Candle

 

        "Lamb of God, Pure and Holy"         
          Lamb of God, pure and holy,

Who on the cross didst suffer,

Ever patient and lowly,

Thyself to scorn didst offer.

All sins Thou borest for us, 

Else had despair reigned o’er us:

Thy peace be with us,

O Jesus! O Jesus!
+     Soli Deo Gloria     +

All are asked to leave the Sanctuary in silence, remembering the terrible suffering and death of our Lord Jesus and anticipating the joy of Easter.
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April 9th
Easter Worship Services 
With Holy Communion

8:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast (Potluck)
9:30 a.m. Worship Service w/Holy Communion

NO Bible Classes & Sunday School
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The Liturgist & Preacher 	Pastor Matthew Roeglin


The Liturgist	


The Soloist	Mr. Zachary Roeglin


Blessed Savior Choir


The Organist	Mr. Ken Butherus


	


			


 





 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The Organist	Mr. Kenneth Butherus
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